A Level English Language
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Name:

Watching lectures:
Language 1: word classes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XlB1ohRQfZM  

Language 2: lexis and semantics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enAKXRQphbQ 
Language 3: grammar basics  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMMQ7BgQ9zk 
Language 3b: advanced grammar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6pcnfc782yc 
Language 4: pragmatics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30CGZ0NaY9c
Language 5: morphology
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BExnLInLDo 
Language 6: discourse and rhetoric
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4f0n_2SQxE
Language 7: phonology
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4f0n_2SQxE
Language 8: spoken language
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJZRO-NDFgg 

Remember to make notes on these – these elements are vital to your success at A Level




Week One
1. Watch the first YouTube lecture and make notes below
Word Classes
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




2. Read the text below and answer the questions:
BLEAK HOUSE 
by Charles Dickens
CHAPTER I
In Chancery
London. Michaelmas term lately over, and the Lord Chancellor sitting in Lincoln's Inn Hall. Implacable November weather. As much mud in the streets as if the waters had but newly retired from the face of the earth, and it would not be wonderful to meet a Megalosaurus, forty feet long or so, waddling like an elephantine lizard up Holborn Hill. Smoke lowering down from chimney-pots, making a soft black drizzle, with flakes of soot in it as big as full-grown snowflakes--gone into mourning, one might imagine, for the death of the sun. Dogs, undistinguishable in mire. Horses, scarcely better; splashed to their very blinkers. Foot passengers, jostling one another's umbrellas in a general infection of ill temper, and losing their foot-hold at street-corners, where tens of thousands of other foot passengers have been slipping and sliding since the day broke (if this day ever broke), adding new deposits to the crust upon crust of mud, sticking at those points tenaciously to the pavement, and accumulating at compound interest.
Fog everywhere. Fog up the river, where it flows among green aits and meadows; fog down the river, where it rolls deified among the tiers of shipping and the waterside pollutions of a great (and dirty) city. Fog on the Essex marshes, fog on the Kentish heights. Fog creeping into the cabooses of collier-brigs; fog lying out on the yards and hovering in the rigging of great ships; fog drooping on the gunwales of barges and small boats. Fog in the eyes and throats of ancient Greenwich pensioners, wheezing by the firesides of their wards; fog in the stem and bowl of the afternoon pipe of the wrathful skipper, down in his close cabin; fog cruelly pinching the toes and fingers of his shivering little 'prentice boy on deck. Chance people on the bridges peeping over the parapets into a nether sky of fog, with fog all round them, as if they were up in a balloon and hanging in the misty clouds.
Gas looming through the fog in divers places in the streets, much as the sun may, from the spongey fields, be seen to loom by husbandman and ploughboy. Most of the shops lighted two hours before their time--as the gas seems to know, for it has a haggard and unwilling look.
The raw afternoon is rawest, and the dense fog is densest, and the muddy streets are muddiest near that leaden-headed old obstruction, appropriate ornament for the threshold of a leaden-headed old corporation, Temple Bar. And hard by Temple Bar, in Lincoln's Inn Hall, at the very heart of the fog, sits the Lord High Chancellor in his High Court of Chancery.
Never can there come fog too thick, never can there come mud and mire too deep, to assort with the groping and floundering condition which this High Court of Chancery, most pestilent of hoary sinners, holds this day in the sight of heaven and earth.

1. Read the opening passage of Bleak House - circle any instance of the words fog, mud, mire and lead. Do you notice any patterns being built?  





2. Make a list of words that you associate with the following:
	Fog
	Mud
	Mire
	Lead

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




3. Explain the associations that the words have:

· Do they refer to the weather?
· Condition of soil? 
· Or more than that?    		E.g     feelings, ideas

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




4. Highlight every sentence that begins with a monosyllabic concrete noun

5. How many determiners are used? 


6. Highlight any instances of alliteration and repetition.

7. List any present progressive verbs. What are they associated with? Explain the effect.






8. List all the examples of personification. 






9. List examples of: adjectives of quality and superlative adjectives 







Week Two
1. Watch the second YouTube lecture and make notes below
Lexis and Semantics
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




Look at the word clouds below, based on the most common words found in the opening pages of two famous children’s books.  

· Can you identify which novels they are from, simply by using the lexis?  Look for lexical clues to help you, such as examples of informal, archaic or obsolete lexis etc.

· Which kinds of words feature most frequently?  The larger the word, the more frequently it is used in the text. 

· How many different lexical fields can you identify?  For example, you might notice that there is a lexical field of spying in Text B (spying, discover, pretending etc.). Make a list for each text, with example lexis. 

· How do the word choices and lexical fields compare in each text?

· What conclusions, if any, can you draw about the writers’ lexical choices?
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Week Three
1. Watch the third YouTube lecture and make notes below
Grammar Basics
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Week Four
1. Watch the fourth and fifth YouTube lecture and make notes below
Advanced grammar and pragmatics
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Week Five
1. Watch the sixth and seventh YouTube lecture and make notes below
Morphology / discourse
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Week Six
1. Watch the eighth and ninth YouTube lecture and make notes below
Phonology / spoken language
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Sort these nouns into two categories (this is more easily done
as a cut and sort activity). Note that the two groups are not
necessarily even in number:

Peter Boy Cheese England

Country Dumbo The Lion King Rover

Table Elephant Yorkshire Film

Pencil Doctor Fire Engine Brick

Once you have reached an agreement over what goes where, define the difference
between the two groups as clearly as you can.

Next repeat the exercise with these nouns:

Happiness Armchair Light Bulb Hate

Sky Heart Tree Charity

Christianity Flag Woman Time

Wheelbarrow Loneliness Jug Mystery





image5.png
Pragmatics

The study of the meanings people are really trying to communicate. For example, “How
lovely to see you” can convey different meanings: the speaker is genuinely pleased to see the
other person; the speaker is being sarcastic and would prefer not to see the other person;
there might be an element of malice because of the appalling dress sense of the second
person which provides entertainment; etc.

Key Features may include:

« Specific features of turns in speech, e.g. utterance length, speech acts, indirectives,
backtracking, repairing, forms (terms) of address, repetition, reformulation, minimal
responses, backchannelling, hedging, mitigating devices.

« Recognition of function (force) where different from grammatical form, e.g. use of
grammatical declarative to ask question or of interrogative to command,

 Grice's co-operative principle and four maxims.

« Politeness and face (positive v. negative), face-threatening act.
 Recognition of cultural allusions.

«  Identification of implied meanings over and above the semantic or more obvious.

« Explanation and interpretation as to why speaker(s) or writer(s) make their particular
choices of language in the specific context.

Write a conversation which has layers of meaning in addition
to the semantic meanings.

‘Write another review, a short one or an extract, which i rich in pragmatic meaning

E
s
5
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Discourse

(i)

(ii)

Longer stretches of text, looking particularly at aspects of cohesion (the way
different parts of a text are connected through either grammar or lexis).

The way texts create identities for particular individuals, groups or institutions e.g.
the discourse of law, politics, the media.

Key Features may include:

‘The written genre
‘The context of a conversation e.g. an unequal encounter or a peer group chat
‘The speakers’ roles

In a written text, the point of view: perspective and voice

Management by speakers of turn-taking and topics, openings and closings
Register (topic, level of formality and tone), register switching

External coherence established through cor

ent reference to the real world
Intertextuality

Use by speakers of frames (scripts or norms of
‘adjacency pairs, interruptions and overlaps.

eraction), discourse markers,
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Phonetics / Phonology
Phonetics is the study of the sounds made by speakers.
Phonology is the use of vocal elements to add extra force to what is being said.

Phonetics:
Part of the study of spoken texts is to record and transcribe conversations yourself, as well as
‘analysing those done by others. This is a skillthat you will gradually develop; you will find useful
information on Wikipedia, among other ites, and details about the phonetic symbols. You will need
to know that a phoneme s the smallest unit of sound in a language and that each phoneme hasits
‘own phonetic symbol. The symbols represent the sounds of Received Pronunciation.

Phonology:

Key Features may include:
« Characteristics of normal spoken delivery, e.g. volume, stress, pitch, intonation, (pitch

pattern or melody), tempo, silent pauses, voiced pauses (fillers, e g. ‘er’, ‘erm’), allteration,
assonance. These are called prosodic features.

o Elision (partialloss of sounds from words in connected speech, indicated through spelling),
e I'm, can't, "cos, fish "n’ chips, livin', cuppa tea).

« Phonology can even be a characteristic of written English as well as spoken and can be.
spotted in certain patterns. You will be used to this with the poems that you studied for
‘GCSE, but remember that we are not just thinking about poems anymore. The patterns can
include: rhyme, alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhythm, assonance.

o Significant aspects of accent, indicated by means of deviant spelling, e.g. West Lancashire
“th'reet mon’ (‘the right man'), Somerset ‘20 | zaid' (‘5o | said').

Write some headlines for a tabloid newspaper which use phonological devices for
effect. Your subjects can be “real”, based on current affairs o celebrity gossip, or
you could take a school in-house issue.

Imagine that you are a traditional market trader, calling out
to attract customers. Write a few lines, using phonological
devices for effect

Record a conversation so that you can look for as many of the characteristics listed
above as possible. Note down examples, for example of volume, pauses, fillers etc.

ACTIVITY 3
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WELCOME TO THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE





