
A Level Music at St. Wilfrid’s

A*-B % A*-C % A*-E %

2020 100% 100% 100%

2019 50% 100% 100%



Meet The Teachers

Mrs Watson

I play the flute and piano. I also sing 
and play a little bit of clarinet and 

guitar. I love watching and performing 
musical theatre.

Miss Green

I play the violin and sing. I also play a 
bit of ukulele. I love singing in a choir 

and playing and listening to music 
from the 1600s.

• There are also 8 visiting instrumental / singing teachers who come 
in on different days of the week. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2Bi1iY12UQ




Specification at a glance
Core content:

• 1. Appraising music

• 2. Performance

• 3. Composition

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/as-and-a-level/music-7272/subject-content/appraising-music
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/as-and-a-level/music-7272/subject-content/performance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/as-and-a-level/music-7272/subject-content/composition


Component 1: Appraising music 

What's assessed

• Listening
• Analysis
• Contextual understanding

How it's assessed

• Exam paper with listening and essay questions using excerpts of music.
• 7 Set works
• 3 Areas of Study with Key Composers’/Performers’ work to study around.
• 1 Area of Study to prepare for 30 mark essay question
• Unfamiliar listening analysis

Questions

• Section A: Listening (56 marks)
• Section B: Analysis (34 marks)
• Section C: Essay (30 marks)
This component is 40% of A-level marks (120 marks).



Appraising Component 1

• Western classical tradition

• Pop Music

• Music for Media

• Music for Theatre

• Jazz

• Contemporary traditional music

• Art Music Since 1910



Component 2: Performance 

What's assessed

Music performance

How it's assessed

Solo and/or ensemble performing as an instrumentalist, or vocalist and/or music production (via technology).

Requirement

A minimum of ten minutes of performance in total is required.

This component is 35% of A-level marks (50 marks).

Work must be completed between 1 March and the specified date given at aqa.org.uk/keydates

http://www.aqa.org.uk/keydates


Component 3: Composition

What's assessed

Composition

How it's assessed

• Composition 1: Composition to a brief (25 marks)
• Composition 2: Free composition (25 marks)

Requirement

A minimum of four and a half minutes of music in total is required.

This component is worth 25% of A-level marks (50 marks).



Entry Requirements

• GCSE Music Grade 6+

• Performance on an instrument/voice grade 5+



Careers in Music

Jobs directly related to music:

Jobs where music A Level is useful:


