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The Tudor World 1485-1603

1492
Christopher 
Columbus 
‘discovered’ 
the Americas 
on behalf of 
Spain

1485 1603

1534 Henry VIII 
became Supreme 
Head of the Church 
of England, breaking 
England away from 
the Catholic Church 
and starting the 
English Reformation

July/Aug 1588 England 
defeat the first Spanish 
Armada, but the war against 
Spain continues until 1604

1497 Vasco 
da Gama 
becomes the 
first 
European to 
reach India 
by sea

1517 Luther nailed 95 
Theses to church door 
starting protestant 
Reformation

1567 Drake makes 
slaving voyage with 
Hawkins, 5/7 ships 
destroyed by Spanish

Key term Definition

Reformation Movement to reform (change) the Church started by Martin Luther – caused creation of 
protestant churches. English Reformation was change from Catholic Church to protestant 
Church of England. In the English Reformation, Henry VIII created Church of England.

Dissolution of the 
monasteries

1536-40 Cromwell dissolved 800 monasteries. 18 Carthusian monks killed. 

Transubstantiation Catholics believe in mass bread and wine become body and blood of Christ.

Excommunicate Cut off from Catholic Church.

Renaissance ‘Rebirth’ of interest in art, literature, science and learning originated in Italy in 1400s 
with Leonardo da Vinci, Medici family, Galileo, Michelangelo, Christine de Pizan.

Empire A group of countries ruled over by another monarch/country. E.g. Spanish Empire.

Colony A country or area of land that belongs to another country e.g. Mexico.

1587 Mary 
Queen of Scots’ 
executed for 
threats against 
Elizabeth

1536 Pilgrimage of Grace 
– 40,000 rebelled in 
Yorkshire/Lincolnshire 
against Henry VIII’s 
reforms. Defeated.

1494 Treaty of 
Tordesillas divided 
world between Spain 
and Portugal

Henry VIII 
1509-1547

Edward VI 
1547-1553

Mary I 
1553-1558

Elizabeth I
1558-1603

1539 6 Articles – Henry 
VIII made Church slightly 
more Catholic.

1549 Prayer Book 
Rebellion against 
Edward VI’s 
protestant reforms

1554 England 
Catholic again. 300 
protestants burned.

1570 – Papal Bull 
excommunicates 
Elizabeth

1519 Cortes defeats Aztec 
King Moctezuma II in 
Tenochtitlan and took over 
Aztec Empire. Between 1518 
– 1560 indigenous population 
decreased by 75%.

1566 – Dutch rebel against 
Spanish rule starting 80 
years war. Elizabeth 
supports Dutch. In 1585 
she sends military support.

1577-9 Drake 
Circumnavigates 
the globe, steals 
£400,000 Spanish 
treasure

1572 Vagabonds 
Act Elizabeth tries 
to reduce numbers 
of poor.

1567 First 
Theatre in 
England The Red 
Lion.

1585 Raleigh’s 
first English 
colony at 
Roanoke fails.
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Spanish monarchs

Charles V, 
Holy Roman 
Emperor and 
King of Spain 
1519-1556 

Philip II 
of Spain
1556-
1598

1581 Spain 
‘inherited’  Portugal 
and its empire



Present190015001000900 1100 1200 1300 1400 1600 1700 1800

Early medieval 
(Anglo-Saxons)

Late medieval Modern Georgians
Modern 

Victorians
Modern 20th/21st

centuries
Early modern:

Stuarts

The Stuart World 1603-1688

1603 1688

Key term Definition

Algonquian Group of tribes in the Virginia area of 
America. The Powhatans were one of them.

Dutch 
‘golden age’

The 1600s was the Dutch golden age – 3 
million paintings including Rembrandt

Puritan ‘Extreme protestants’ who believed the 
Church of England was too Catholic 

Regicide Killing a monarch

Republic Country run by the people, not a monarch.

Civil War War between different groups within a 
country. English Civil War 1642-49.
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Early modern:
Tudors

1607 Jamestown
first successful 
English colony 
founded by Virginia 
Company.

1610-1626 
Anglo-Powhatan 
wars

1620 – The Mayflower 
brought the Pilgrims 
(puritans) to found 
Plymouth Colony

1652 Dutch East India 
Company (VOC) setup 
trading post in Cape 
Town, South Africa.

1652-4 First 
Anglo-Dutch 
war won by 
English 

1600 East 
India 
Company 
set up 
(EIC)

1655 English 
took Jamaica 
from the 
Spanish

1664 English 
took New 
Amsterdam 
from the 
Dutch, named 
New York

1665 Second 
Anglo-Dutch 
war won by 
Dutch

1629-40 Charles I 
rules without 
parliament for 11 years

1668 English King 
Charles II gives EIC 
Bombay after gaining 
it from Catherine of 
Braganza in a 
marriage agreement

1627 England 
establishes a 
colony in 
Barbados

1676 King Philip’s 
war against English 
colonists in New 
England

1665 Great Plague 
of London killed 
100,000 in London

1666 Great Fire of 
London destroyed 
80,000 peoples’ 
homes.

1625 New King 
Charles I marries 
Catholic Henrietta 
Maria

James I
1603-1625

Charles I 
1625-1649

Oliver 
Cromwell
1653-1658

Charles II
1660-1685

James II
1685-1688

1605 Gunpowder 
plot attempt to blow 
up James I

1534 Charles’ 
attempt to raise tax 
through ‘ship money’

1637 Puritans Prynne, 
Burton and Bastwick
mutilated.

1637 Archbishop Laud’s new 
prayer book provokes 
invasion from Scots. Charles 
recalls parliament.

1641 Irish 
rebellion – Charles 
asks parliament for 
more money

1641 The Grand 
Remonstrance –
parliament 
criticises Charles

1642 Jan Charles 
tries to arrest 5 
MPs

1642 Aug Start of 
English Civil War –
Charles raises the 
royal standard

Royalists Parliamentarians

Roundheads Cavaliers

King Charles 
I – unable to 
compromise.

Oliver Cromwell –
fiery temper but 
strong commander

High Church Puritans

Royal army New Model Army 
created in 1644

Adwalton
Moor 1643
Roundway
Down 1643

Marston Moor 
1644
Boldon Hill 1644
Naseby 1645

1649 End of the 
English Civil War.  
Charles I executed 
at Whitehall

1653 Cromwell 
closed parliament 
and became Lord 
Protector, running 
the country as a 
military 
dictatorship

1649 Cromwell 
massacres 3500 in 
Drogheda, Ireland

1660 The Restoration, 
Charles II restored as 
King.

1605 Dutch 
expel 
Portuguese 
from Indonesia


