
 

 

  

Information Bulletin for Parents and Carers 

Friday 10th March  

 

Excellence through Faith, Learning and Support 
 

Faith: 

 
Throughout Lent we will be sharing the Youth Ministry Team’s ‘Wait a minute, it’s Lent’ videos with our 
students. If you would like to watch the videos as part of your faith journey this Lent, you may access them 
here: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_whhZ8gzYZ2dRYstN34mfbtaJOuOdgWL  
 
SVP Ozanam Holy Island Camp - Year 7 (and Years 5 and 6) 
 
Students in Year 7 may be interested in the SVP’s Holy Camp during the summer holidays. This is not a school trip, 
parents/carers would be required to book independently. The information and links are below. 
 
For those of you not familiar with the SVP camp, it has been running on Holy Island every summer since 1954 and the 
aim of the camp is to provide a safe and enjoyable week away in a unique location, where children can engage in a 
variety of mainly outdoor activities, make new friends and get some much needed time away from screens! The ‘camp’ 
is a purpose built hostel, with dormitories containing bunk beds for eight children. The maximum capacity is 64 per 
week (a slight reduction from previous years), and they are usually full up! The camp is run exclusively by volunteers 
who are all subject to Enhanced DBS Clearance (Criminal Record Check) and required to undertake annual training. 
For more information on the camp, please visit their website: www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island  
 
Direct link to application form - https://svp1.formstack.com/forms/children_s_application_form_2023  
 
The application process is exactly the same as last year, so those of you who applied then will already be familiar with 
it. The cost for camp is £150 per child, per week. However, they can work with you to agree a payment plan if this 
would helpful. They will again be allocating places on a ‘first come, first served’ basis, so please apply as soon as 
possible. Online applications can be submitted from their website (address above). 
 
The major change to camp in 2023 from previous years is that all weeks will now be ‘mixed gender’ weeks, i.e. they 
are inviting both boys and girls to attend together. For Holy Island, this means they can now offer completely equal 
opportunities to both boys and girls. Of course, whilst the boys and girls will attend the same week, they will have 
separate dormitories, toilets and shower facilities. 
 

● Week 1 Years 5 & 6 Saturday 22/7/23 Saturday 29/7/23 
● Week 2 Years 5 & 6 Saturday 29/7/22 Saturday 5/8/22 
● Week 5 Years 6 & 7 Saturday 19/8/23 Saturday 26/8/23 
● Week 6 Years 6 & 7 Saturday 26/8/23 Saturday 2/9/23 

 
Further information can be found at the end of this bulletin. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_whhZ8gzYZ2dRYstN34mfbtaJOuOdgWL
http://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island
https://svp1.formstack.com/forms/children_s_application_form_2023


 
 

Learning: 
 
Students of the Week 
The following students have been awarded ‘Students of the Week’. 
 

Headteacher’s Award: Luke Wardle 9B2 
Tutor Group of the Week: 10MC1 
Aidan: Lyla Scroggins 7A1 and Jannah Uddin 9A2 
Bede: Jasmine Callaghan 9B2 
Cuthbert: Osaretin Osa-Obasuyi 7C1 and Imogen Robinson 11C2 
Hilda: Aston Singh 7H1 and Sophie Welsh 10H1 
Margaret Clitherow: Ava Carr 9MC1 and Harry Pateman 10MC1 
 

Congratulations to you all, we are incredibly proud of you.  
 
Year 11 
 
Next week we will discuss with Year 11 that ‘This is the week to…’ overcome an obstacle. Our students 
only have 9 weeks until their first exam and it is vital they further develop their skills to continue to make 
progress in all subjects. We will focus on students identifying their own individual obstacles in their learning, 
why those obstacles currently exist and the strategies they can use to break down those barriers. 
 
‘Proud of your work!’ 

 
On the final day of the last half-term, we hosted a ‘proud of your work’ event for Year 7 and 8 students during 
their break time. Students were asked to bring along and discuss a piece of work they were proud of to 
receive a prize. We were delighted that over 130 students attended the event to showcase their achievements 
in a wide range of subjects! This week we further acknowledged the work of a small number of those students 
by awarding them with a ‘gold star’ pin badge to recognise their outstanding contributions. Congratulations 
to all our students, we are very proud of you all! 



 
 

Support: 
 
Personal Development Year 9 & 10: Smashed Project 
 
On Friday 17 March, Years 9 and 10 will experience the Smashed Project, dedicated to breaking the culture 
of underage drinking around the world. Smashed aims to tackle underage drinking with positive thinking so 
that when the world inevitably throws out choices, our students are ready to make an informed one. For more 
information, please see the Smashed Project’s website: https://www.smashedproject.org/  
 
Careers Guidance 
Work Experience Reminder 
Year 10 Work Experience will take place from Monday 17th July to Friday 21st July. 
Pupil Placement form to be returned to Mrs Hillcoat on reception before Friday 28th April. 
 
Apprenticeship talk 
Next Friday, Sandie Best, School Liaison officer at Tyne Coast College will be speaking to Year 11 pupils 
who have already expressed an interest in Apprenticeships next year. 
 
PSHE 
During PSHE, Year 8 will have an assembly from Tyne Coast College called ‘Academic versus Vocational’ 
exploring all possible career pathways for pupils when they leave school. 

Key dates / upcoming events: 
 

● Tuesday 14 March: Year 11 Parent Information Evening  
● Wednesday 15 March: Industrial Action - school is closed to Y7-10 and open to Y11-13 
● Thursday 16 March: Industrial Action - school is closed to Y7-10 and open to Y11-13 
● Friday 17 March: Smashed Project - Y9 and Y10 

Sixth Form 
Access to the school site  
Sixth Formers no longer have access to the external gates to the school site.  This is due to safeguarding 
reasons.  Students are still welcome to leave the site for lunch as usual, but must buzz reception to let 
them out and back in.  The only entrances and exits to school are via the main drive from Temple Park 
road, or the Grey Hen path. 
 
Sunderland First Choice Welcome Workshop 
On Wednesday, 43 of our Year 12 students attended the Sunderland University First choice welcome 
workshop.  This included a tour of the campus and allowed students to explore what life will be like as an 
undergraduate.  
 
PSHE next week: 
Year 12:  Are exploring Post 18 options with FutureMe 
Year 13: Student Finance session from Northumbria University 

https://www.smashedproject.org/


 
 

Further information about Holy Island Summer Camp: 

 

 


