
Information Bulletin for Parents and Carers
Friday 21st April

Excellence through Faith, Learning and Support

Faith:

Last term - last opportunities
“Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established”
Proverbs 16:3
A prayer as we begin our final term:
Loving God, as we begin our final term of the year together we ask for your blessing. We may have
promised ourselves we would change something about our school work and effort; some of us may have
made those changes while some of us have yet to make them.
Whatever our situation, Lord, we ask for the courage and strength to keep working hard and to make those
changes. Help us not to take the easy way all the time - help us to challenge ourselves so that we can end
this year on a high and with pride in what we have done. Amen.

Learning:

School Colours
At the end of the Spring term we were delighted to award School Colours to a number of our
students. Well done to you all:

○ Full colours: Emily Peel 9H1, Xawery Wisniewski 12C4
○ Two colours: Atiya Menon (Learning, Support) 11A2, Nathaniel Cerdena (Faith, Learning)

11A2
○ One colour (all learning) Phoebe Haws 8MC2, Sophie Hearn 8MC2, Eva Hewitt 8MC2, Poppy

Irving 8B2

Students of the Week
The following students have been awarded ‘Students of the Week’.
Aidan: Monique Lubega and Keira Walker
Bede: Messi Bakou and Holly Gray



Cuthbert: Makala Cowell
Hilda: Martha Mullen and Sebastian Wardropper
Margaret Clitherow: Keegan Pascoe and Marissa Towns
Congratulations to you all, we are incredibly proud of you.

Year 11
This week we discussed with Year 11 that ‘This is the week to…’ begin your final push.
The external examination season begins on Monday 15th May and it is vital our students are maximising all
the opportunities available to them in the final weeks.
Our STEP programme resumed this week on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evening. Students
should check the lists with their tutor to ensure they are attending all targeted intervention sessions. Our
students should also continue to use their preparation planner which includes three 30 minute revision
tasks to complete each day, to ensure they are distributing their time across all subjects. We would
encourage our students to organise their time effectively by attending supported study at lunch and after
school, as well as the lunch time drop in sessions available to them in specific subjects.
Our Year 11 teachers, tutors and wider community are all on hand to support our Year 11 students ahead of
their first exam in three weeks.

SPRING CONCERT - CHANGE OF DATE:



Year 7 Author Visit: Liz Kessler

KS3 students had an inspiring and creative day on Tuesday when best-selling writer,
Liz Kessler, visited school. In the morning, Year 7 students attended a talk by Liz all
about her book 'When the World Was Ours' and heard about the incredible real-life
story that inspired it. Liz's Jewish grandparents had a chance encounter on a boat
which in later years gave them a passage to safety to get out of Nazi occupied
territories. Finding a letter amongst her dad's possessions motivated Liz to write the
book.

Year 7 loved the talk and asked Liz many inspired questions at the end of the session -
well done Year 7.

Later on in the day, some students from Years 8 and 9 were invited to participate in a creative writing
workshop. Teachers joined in too! We created fun characters and used some of Liz’s family’s real-life
documents to inspire some very moving stories. Two of our students’ stories even brought a tear to Liz’s
eye as she commented on what excellent writers we have here at St Wilfrid’s.

Overall, everyone got something our of the day. We hope it has inspired all involved to read and write for
pleasure!

Support:

Healthy Minds
Please follow this link to information about a Parent/Carer Peer Support Group organised by the STC
Healthy Minds Team: Peer-Network-Session-Ad_April_23.pdf (st-wilfrids.org)

Careers Guidance
Work Experience Reminder
Year 10 Work Experience will take place from Monday 17th July to Friday 21st July.
Pupil Placement form to be returned to Mrs Hillcoat on reception before Friday 28th April.

Safeguarding policy
Please see our updated safeguarding policy : Safeguarding-Policy-1.pdf (st-wilfrids.org)

Group Chats and social media
More and more students are spending time online in group chats on social media. We have seen an
increase in the number of friendship issues developing because of this, please reinforce these handy hints
with your child.

https://www.st-wilfrids.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Peer-Network-Session-Ad_April_23.pdf
https://www.st-wilfrids.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Safeguarding-Policy-1.pdf




Key dates / upcoming events:

● Next week is week 2 of the timetable
● Partial closures of school on Thursday 27 April and Tuesday 2 May:

Partial-school-closure-on-27-April-and-2-May.pdf (st-wilfrids.org)
● 60 students from Year 11 have been selected to attend a booster day in Science and RE at South

Tyneside College on 27th April, a letter and text to those involved has been sent today.
● Y10 and Y12 assessments begin on Wednesday 3 May. Y10 students will receive their exam

timetables today. Only Core subjects are shown (English, Maths, Science and RE), assessments in
other subjects will be taking place in lessons during this period. Teachers will inform students when
their assessment is taking place.

○ Building Careers Programme students - When there is a clash between an exam and when
the pupils are at Sunderland College, pupils must still attend Sunderland College and their
missed exam will be timetabled later in the exam period.

Sixth Form

Year 12 Employability Week

Employability Week gives Year 12 students the opportunity of completing one week in the world of work.
This will take place from Monday 12th June to Friday 16th June 2023.

Pupils should have returned completed Personal Placement forms from employers offering Work
Experience by today.

All pupils should have contacted the employers by telephone to confirm the arrangements for their
placement by Friday 12th May.

PSHE next week:

Year 12 Structured revision for Assessment Week

Year 13 Preparation for University:

● 13COL3 Cooking.
● 13COL1,2,4 - Financial Planning / Managing your Money

https://www.st-wilfrids.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Partial-school-closure-on-27-April-and-2-May.pdf

