
Psychology Curriculum

Excellentia per fidem, 
per scientiam, per adiuvatum

Excellence through faith, learning and support
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Learning Intentions

To explore the main principle and approaches of psychology and how each one differs in terms of 
their explanations for the causes of human behaviour.

To study the explanations and treatments of certain mental health conditions (OCD, depression 
and phobias).

To explore the variety of scientific methods in which to conduct and study human behaviour and 
how to analyse and interpret such data.

To explore how memories are stored and retrieved and the problems surrounding EWT accounts 
including possible ways to improve recall.

To explore the fundamentals and nature of human attachment and the consequences on later 
adult behaviour

To investigate the impact of how others behaviour can affect our own or not.
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Learning Intentions

To study the structure of the human brain and how certain brain structures are responsible for 
specific behaviours as well as knowing how we study the human brain.

To explore the various philosophical debates in psychology

To study in depth the explanations and treatments of Schizophrenia

To explore the many causes of offending behaviour and potential ways in which it could be 
managed and possibly prevented.

To develop an understanding of the explanations of human relationships and the barriers that 
people can face in such development.



Psychology at St Wilfrid’s

Psychology Skills

1. AO1 - Knowledge 2. AO2 - Application 3. AO3 - Analysis
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A- Level PSYCHOLOGY MAP 

APPROACHES 
Where did Psychology come from? How do 
we explain behaviour? How are some of the 

approaches similar and different? 
 

PSYCHOPATHOLOGY 
How do people develop Depression, OCD 

and Phobias? What are the symptoms? How 
do we treat them? 

 

RESEARCH METHODS 
How do we design research? Can we study 

people and animals safely? How can we 
measure things like feelings accurately? 

 

MEMORY 
How big is our memory? Why do we forget? 
Are we good witnesses? How and why do 

cognitive interviews help the police? 

 

SOCIAL INFLUENCE 
Why do people comply or obey? Are certain 

personalities more or less likely to obey? Can a 
minority influence a majority? Is it ethical to 

study people? 

 

ATTACHMENT 
How do attachments form and why are they needed? What happens 

if they break? Which parent is more important? 

 

MOCK PAPER 2 EXAM 
Approaches, 

Biopsychology, 
Research Methods 

PAPER 3 EXAM 
Relationships & 

Forensic 
Psychology 

MOCK PAPER 1 EXAM 
Social Influence, Memory, 

Attachment, 
Psychopathology 

RESULTS 

DAY 

BIOPSYCHOLOGY 
What are the different areas of the brain?  

How do we study the brain? What are the rhythms of the 
body controlled by the brainl? 

 

 

 

FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY 
What is offender profiling? Why do people 
commit crimes? How should we deal with 

criminals? 

RESEARCH METHODS 
Is Psychology a science?  

How do I write a psychological report? 
 

ISSUES & DEBATES 
What is the nature-nurture debate? 
Should we study people as groups 

or individuals? Where is gender 
and cultural bias in Psychology? 

 

Go to University to 

study a BA, BSc, MA 

or MSc 

Go straight into 

employment or an 

apprenticeship 

Take a gap year – 

travel, volunteer and 

develop your skills 

and experience 

UNIVERSITY OPEN DAYS AND UCAS APPLICATION 

PREPARATION  WORK EXPERIENCE IN JULY 

UCAS APPLICATIONS HANDED IN. 

  

RELATIONSHIPS 
Why are we attracted to people? 
Why do relationships break down? 
What are para-social relationships 

 MOCK  PAPER 3 
EXAM 

Issues & Debates & 
Schizophrenia 

SCHIZOPHRENIA 
How does this condition affect individuals? 

What causes it? What 
treatments/interventions can be used to 

help an SZ individual? 

MOCK 

EXAMS 

JUNE 

RESEARCH METHODS 
How do I use statistical analysis in 

Psychology?  

 

AQA Psychology 

Specification 
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AQA A Level Psychology

Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology
Written exam: 2 hours
33% of A-level
96 marks

Assessment overview
• Section A – Social Influence: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks
• Section B - Memory: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks
• Section C - Attachment: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks
• Section D - Psychopathology: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks

Paper 2: Psychology in Context
Written exam: 2 hours
33% of A-level
96 marks

Assessment overview
• Section A - Approaches: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks
• Section B - Biopsychology: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks
• Section C – Research Methods: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 48 marks

Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology
Written exam: 2 hours
33% of A-level
96 marks

Assessment overview
• Section A: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks
• Section B: one topic from option 1, 9–11 above, multiple choice, short answer and extended
writing, 24 marks
• Section C: one topic from option 2, 12–14 above, multiple choice, short answer and
extended writing, 24 marks
• Section D: one topic from option 3, 15–17 above, multiple choice, short answer and
extended writing, 24 marks

Students must: Approx %

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes, techniques
and procedures.

35–37

AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes, techniques and
procedures:
• in a theoretical context
• in a practical context
• when handling qualitative data
• when handling quantitative data.

32–34

AO3 Analyse, interpret and evaluate scientific information, ideas and evidence, including in 
relation to issues, to:
• make judgements and reach conclusions
• develop and refine practical design and procedures

30–32


