CHAPTER OVERVIEW

What led to the downfall of
the Tsar?

This chapter provides a brief background history for those readers who may not
have soudied Russian history before or need o refresh cheir knowledge, ks aim is
te pravide a basic understanding of Russian society and gavernment before ta
revelutians of 1917, and more particularly to introduce the key players who
beeame imporant after the fil of tsarist Russia,

B Russla under the tsars before 1914 (p. 4)

The social structurs of sarist Russia {pp. 5-6)

Haow was Russia governed undar the tsars? (pp, 7-8)
Background history to the downfall of the last war (pp. B—15)

m O n =

Whi wera the key playars! (pp. 16—23}

|A Russia and its people before 1914
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ﬁ Russia under the tsars before 1914

O of ihe most stariling featires of sarist Bussia in 19 was 1S ajge. I was

vasl Empire erossing two conlinents - L
Make notes under the folowing mieastred over G400 km and from neeth e sowth ever 000 km. Il covered mboul
imadings: e Lommunicatiabs one-sixth of the world's o6l land mass, The USA could Gt inte it two and & hall
Mational groups; Pollcy of Russification. | o0 004 Rritain nearly a hundred times. Large parts were (and still are) efthes
Explain why Russia was a difficuli T G o T TR R S

| country ta gavern befora 1914 uninhabited or sparsely populated. The northern part of Busska s frozen

ekl of e vear.

Communications aeross this huge area were poar, There were few paved
roads outshde the big cities, Most of the roads were hard-packed eqarth w hich
prmed 10 sl in heavy rain and became impassable in winter, For longer
jnarieys, Tivers ware used, Waosl of Russin’s major cities had grovwn up mlong
irnportant river routess, The other miin form of trave] was the mailway, Although
there had heen a greal expansion of te railways at the wien of the century
Russia o the early tventicth century had only as muoch track as Britain. The
most important reute was the Trans-Siberian rallway which crosse i Busssia
from Moscow in the west 10 Viadivostok in the east, This journey ook mare
{han & week of continaois ravel.

WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE T54AR? L

The Russian people
The: Russian empire had been built up over centuries. The Russians who lved
in the area around Moscow gradually extended their stale {Muscovy) from the
ffteenth century enwards by conquering the peoples around them, But large
pirrts of the empire were added only in the nineteenth ceniury The Cawcasns
reslon was secured as late as 1864, bringing into the emplee the Georginns and
fieree mountain idbespeople like the Chechens, ) laclivasbok, the mos] easierm
pairt of the empive on the Pacific Deean, was added in 1459 and the central
Kaian area of Russcla, inclodinge Turkestan, was conguered in the 1860s i
SOURCE |.1  The major nationalities in 15T
Russin by rmother tongue in 1897 S0 by the beginning of the twenlieth century, Russia wis 4 vasl sprawli
Mationality Hillions | empire thal contalned a lange number of different national groups (sec SO
3 {113 The Bussians themselves Tormed abont hall of the popalstion, the vast

Russian 556 T, : ; : i o
! majority of whom lved in the European part of Russia west of the Ui
i i | 124 | Monntains. The diversity of eullure, religion and kmguage throughoul the
YWhite Russan ¥ empire was pstonishing, ranging [rem sophistivated European Russians (iving
Patish ' | 739 |  in St Pelersburg, 1o nomadic Mustin peaples in the desert areas of the south, v
jx:;--'.--h BT { The peoples who n‘:uullfne'-:l thi vast spaces of Siberin, Hiving amnd dressing very
. much like nallye Americins.
Kirglz 4.0
ke s Russification
| Flrnish | 3 | The size and diversity of the copire miade it extremely difficnlt o goyvern, Mamny
Carman & of the natienal minorities resentid Russian control, particularly the policy of
[ Latvian [ 14 | russification that was imposed more dgorousty in the second part ol the
agr e | mineteenih century, This policy invelved making nen-Russians use the Russian
3 ! banguage instead of their own, wear Bussian-sty le clothes and adopt Russian
e | Wt customs, Russian officials were putin to run regional government in non-
Armenian I2 Bussian parts of the empire like Poland, Latvia and Finland. 1 meant thal the
| RornarianMotdavian B | Mussian language was used in gchosls, liw courts and regional governmenis;
ki 1o : for instance, in Pobandd it wos forbidden i teach children in the Polish ngosge.
i . : | Usually it was Russians who got the impartant jobs in goverment and state-
.HEFH'—'“ ! !'U |  sponsored industry. The natianal minorities saw russification as a fundamental
Georgan E| altack on their way of life and & monstroasly unfair policy Ll discriminated
T iarkrnenian CE 1 agalnst them. During the nineteenth century there were a number of uprisings
Tadzhik E and protests from national groups seeking more sutonamy (sell-government) i

I their parts of the empire.




Identify and note down features of
| Russian socinty that were likely o
cause problems for the sarist
gevarnment in tha firse decade of the
pwentlath century,

[ | Lea.rh:lng trouble spot

Itis @iMewlt o determine the size of
social classes in Russia ot the end of
the ningteenth century, The 1897
Liensas looks ai ‘social pstsles’, nol
classes, There §s no citegory lor
mididle classzes. The negrest o e
Viarzist definltien of broeaisie is
the merchants aod homoired
citizens, only L5 per cenl of the
population, The ‘urbanites” category
comprised small trpdesmen,
shopkeepers, while collar workers
and artisans, Smilarly, there i3 oo
calegory for Industrial workers.
[ Abarut 7 per cent of peasants lived in
tivwis but were not all factory
warkers. The ‘olhers' category,

referred 1o as ‘settlers’, covers much
of the population of Russian Central
Asla, The Cossacks were categorized
&8 @ separste e grooag,

E The social structure of tsarist
Russia
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SOURCE 1.2 A breakdown of Russts by class in 1900, baged on the census of |&37

e maost noticeable features of Russian sciety meound 1900 were the high
propariion of the popukation, almast 80 per cenl, who were peasants and the
smiall proportion in the professionsl and merchant classes, The absence of a
slgnificant middle class played an Imporiant part in the development of Russia
during the early twentieth century, Chart 1B zives some ldes of the character of
these different groups,

B |B The social structure of tsarist Russia

HOBILITY

* Made up just over cne per cenc of tha
populetion but owrad 35 ger cent of all
e bind. Some ware E:-;_i-re-r_tl:,l rich, with
ENOITHOAS COUMITY SSTAkes,

Ferw apint muwch tima on their exrates.
Thay lwed for most of the year n St
Petgrsburg or Moscow, daing the round
of social events that constituted 'sociory’
Soma had in'||:d:‘-l'l'.:|l'|T |E||,J:. i BOVTETHETHE: M
2 in the army but were often there
moed because of thelr position i soclery
thain o et

HMIDDLE CLASSES

* Although small in number, thare was 2

Erovsang ciass of merchants, bankers and

mdustrialists as industry snd commerca

dewalopad,

The Mestyle of the middle chass was very

good, Thay had brge houses, and enjoyed

a wide variety of food, as wall as the

eudtural fife {theatres, ballets and operas)

of major cities;

* The professional dass (docrors. lywyers,
teachers) wins growing and beglming to
play a significant role in ol government,
Lawryers, in parteular, wara becaming
aczive | politics.

SOURCE 1.3 The ball of che coloured wigs at Countess Shavaleva's pakice, 1914

]
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B |IB The social structure of tsarist Russia continued

WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE TSAR? &

PEASANTS

Life for mosz peasants was hard and

unramicring, sbogging owt their lives an
sl parchas af land they owned and
wearking ©n the estates af the =u:||:|i|it:r

+ [Masr wera poor, ilicerate and

disechicated. Some peasants, howavaer,
ware quitn well off and some areas woro
more progperows than athers.

* Mot peasants got by in good yaars, but

Inyaars of bad harvests thare was
w-de-',pr'ead starvation, Bg. 400,000 disd
in 182

+ Dipsase was widospread, with registan

epldemics of gyphus and diphtheria.

« Mary lived in delie and squalas, prons 1o
drurkenness and- sexuslly Transmites
diseases, especially syphis,

Land and agriculture

= Agricufoura methads were inelficient and
baclkeeamrd; most peasants pracused
subsistance farming, using the aurdaned
sErp sysvem and {eer animals oF Teos, 8.8,
thiy sall used wooden ploighs

¢ There was not enoegh lnd o po arcund
The vast swpamnaion of the peasant
population in the second half of tha
nireteench centiiry led o OVarcrow g
and compedtion for Rnd

» Before 1905, mosk peisants had sarioos
debt problams because of and
repayments o the gevernmene. Before
1861, the Riuszien peasants had been
serfs, wirtually ovwned by their masters,
the nobiligy. In F96], they had boen
emancipated (fread) and ghean plots of
land from the estates of che nobilicy. But
they had been forced 1o pay for their
land by making yearly redempuon
payments to the povernment Most could
not afford rhe paymonts and went furthar
and further Imo debt. The peasants feit
betrayed by thit. Thiy beloved that the
land really belonged 1o the people wha
worked it —them! They wanted the rest
of the big sitates 1o be given 1o them.
The govermimsant cancalled the and
'I;'Pt:a'.ll'h-ﬁll-lﬁ in 1905,

SOURCE 1.5
ot o | 900

Inside a workers' lodging

SOURCE 1.4  Peasants In 2 village near Mighry-Movporod, < 1831

URBAM WORKERS

#

Mose wiorkers were young and male, Although many were ex-peasants, by 1500 cver a
third were young men whoas fothers had worked in Bctories, mines and rallways,

The 1897 Censuz thowed that literacy amang them (57.8%) was twice the nacicnal
averaga, They could articulases their grisvances and wars receporee 1o revalitlorany ideas
Thero were large mimbsers of women in textile fscronaes in 5t Petersburg and Moscow.
VWages were gensrally vary low and working conditons very poor. There were a high
rurmber of dexths fram accidents and wark-ralaoed heaith probiams

Living conditions were generzlly appalling: shared rooms in tenement o or in
barracksstyle bulidings s 1o fectories or manes, People bad no privacy or prmte space;
rman, women and chdidren often lved pogether in rooms divided anly by cartains,

Industry

There was 2 low level of indusey at the beginning of the century but it was growing fast
By 1904 Rustis was the warld's fourth-largest producer of coal, plg-iron and sceel,
Because of Russia’s lose industrial development, many of its factories wed up-to-date
methiods of mass production, although there were aiso many arnall workshops with ko
levels of pechiiogy 2

By 1914, owa-fifths of factory workers wera in factories of over |00 workers. This
made it much extier 1o organise strike action



FOCUSROUTE.

1 How did the tsars run Russal?

I Wt was the role of the Orihodox
Church in ssarist Bussia?

1 In the Bate ninceesnth and early
DwEhbleth cenburies, what sort o
oppositen o the tssrs had

developed and how did the ars deal
wth it

WHO WERE THE
COSSACKST

The Cossgchs were a Mercely
Ivlependent people who cane feom
i Bran area of Fassii, Oriee Uiy
hisl been comquersd by the Bussians
thoy became beyal supporters of the
tar itmal codilel b trusted fo o
agninet pther peoples in e e e,
mclading the Hasslans The
Cosspelks woee fumsedd Dor thedr
bnrsemnnshlp and formeed the best
eavalry umlis fn the Busslan omay.
Thres were Feared beianse they seuld
B Biruital oo ruthiess, Acegrding to
e 185 Censies, Cossacks mde ap
L9 ol thet popakation,

L How was Russia governed under
the tsars!?

Taarst Bussin was an autoeraey, The tEarwas an awleeral, on alsalne ruk
whin D SUEQIPEEEIE W O O e fiis & ||-|-:'I'Ix. Y8 Tor 0a The BSar Was Comioermiea, M
had Beees sppeolpted by God o lead and gulde bis people. Aeticle 1ol th

=&

Fundamental Lavws, 1852, moakes it clear: “The Emperor of all the Russias is a1

aulneratic and uolimited momsrch; God himsell ordains that all meiase b
hebsre his supreme power, nob anly ool ol fear bt also oul of conscienc

e tsar had an imperial cooneil to adyvise him and o cabined of ministers
whn ran Lthe various government departments, Bul they were rosponsible &
him alogke, mok looa parliament or W a prime minister, Thiey pepeirtid directhy fo
thie taar and ook instructions from Bim, This meant that the lsar was the pivo
on which the gystem rested

Fo rum this enormans ermpire, there was 8 hoge burecancracy of civil servionls
und afficials. I was a rigid hicrarchy (orders wene passed down T superiors
by thee Tweer ramks) marked by its ineficiency: i
The leweer rinks whi bad contect with the penpls merally hadly paiil
and there was # culiire of corruption in which bribery was common. The
hureanecraey was virtually impeneteable for sedinary citizens, who raeely faomnd
that their interests were served properdy, The different regions of Che empire
wire under e control of governors whi had their eon local boreaneriveies

Crppasition was ol Wlerated. Political parties were illegal before 1905 amd
newspapeTs and beeks were consered, The severnment mads ose of an
exlensive secred police netwark, the Okhrama, e rogd oul dissidents and poople
likely to couse trguble, Politival eritics who erganised sirikes and proleats wiers
iftem pul in prison or-seal @ exile in Siberia. The large-scale pratests,
demonstrations nnd viots thal ellen breke oot in lmes of Tamine were
suppressed by force. The moeh-feared Cossacks were naed (o deal wills any

trerndtle, Tsarst Rossia s an appressive and infolesnn] regime,

5 by ek LInEs dons

T 2

B | C The structure of the tsarist state
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The Russian Orthodox Church

This regime wis underpinned by the Bussian Crthodox Church, §t b, for
vierieus historical reasons, bocome independent of the Pope amd Roome, 18 had
developed its iwn iraditions and coustoms, which incloded o heavy dise o
mvsticism and superstition, Hely mea, or starels, were held in special regorml
e il |;-|5|:.-:'|| wn rngeerlini vl 1 e SOy of 1 Huession Revalulion was

Lirigory Baspatin (see poge 130, The Ortivedox Gluret was o losely allgned with

arled the divine right of the tsar to role and exhoried

Lhe tsarst sysiem, [ sapp
belivvers o obey the sar as-the seal of Gagh, 1D was o ded |||'. BRI b R LR

IEF LTSS mER R,

=]

WHAT LED TO THE DOWMNFALL OF THE TSAR?
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1 Opposition to the tsars
There was coisiderable spposition to Uhe e in e e ninetseothe and egrly
twenficth centiifes, This opposition incloded reyolutionary pepukis)
movemaents like the Peaple's Will, which planned o bring down the
povernment through lerrorist acts: in 1881, members of this movemen|
managed in asspssinate Taar Alexander 1L Towards the end of the nineleenth
century a new revalulienary party. the Snsial LiEmocrils, grevw up, cenired
around the ideas of Rarl Mars. His Sscientific’ (heores of hisiory apd revolibos
were altractive 1o many Russians who were disillusioned with the populist

| CERSRETTTUTHIN AL ME ARCITY

| (e where the monarch’s political
povvers are limited as agreed ina
constilution {the body or prluciples or
precedents by which the State s
ok ledged 1o e goy crried ) sl
wswally, power is held by an elected

| padiament of sne or bvo hinases,

Ty L.
The ether malii steand of opgesition o the sars were e liberals, who cams

mainly Trom the middle classes, They wanted political reform rather than
revolution, and were looking for a parlinmentary-style system that would
reduce the tsar’s power, and tum him intoe o CORSTITUTINAL MONARCEE [Tk Hos
in Britain, (You can sead more aboot these movemants on pages 16-15.)

WHAT IS POPULISM!

Papalists put their trust in, and seek support from, erdinary peophs From the

1 Rtilhs -t Ui 1RERS The populists, or narmdniks, kegely sell-to-do foellecioals,
betbeves! that the peasants o Rosska could deveboge theis own form of spcialisoe
Life would be baised amund co-operation and shadog o peasant communes o
| By small seabe. Thils svoubd meon that capatalism aod s evilz coald bo
avoided allogether. They believed In ‘going to the people’ wnd spreading their
sochlist ideas 1 the peasantry by peaceful propaganda Many populists.
particularty students and young people, did ‘go (o (e people’ o the 1570, only
fo e rejected, The peasants had nothing in commen with mbddie-class
youngsters and their strunge fdess. Yhen this maove failed, some populists
Tormmmed the Peogde’s YWHL turndng o terrerisos o bedng down the isarish regime

WHAT LED TC THE DOWNFALL OF THE TSAR? =

B Background history to the downfall
of the last tsar

The last tsar of Bussia was Nicholas I1. Any ruler would have feund the
challenzes Teing 1saris Russia formidable, bt Nicholas was ll-equipped e

Makis nptes Jaing this (oloning fnlfil the rele of an autocrathc leader.
questions as gubdelines:

1 Why was modemisation needed! & ;
$ Why was modemisation dangerous Modernisation
o thie Taarl AL the beminniog of the werfieth century Russia was a very backwarid,
3 How did Witze try to baild up pgricaltural country compared to highly industrialised countries like e LiaA
induscry! Germany, Britain and France, There was an urgent need o maodernise and
4 How sucoessful was WWitoe's industrialise foF teo Basic rensmns:
| gronomec policy!
i Tobea greal power in the bwentieth century - and the Tsar and roling Gl

wanted thedr country to play a major rele on the world stage = Russia had e

inclustrialize, You could ot bean important military power without a stoeg
inclustrial base o provide weapons, ships, munitions and the other miliiry
piipment regquired for modern warlare

2 Russia was poor. Agriculture was hopelessly inefficient, still using sufdabed
fradi toaal methids, such as strip farming, and making minimal useof
machinery and modern farming methods, Partly as a resalt of this and
partly because of the ballooning paprulation (a 50 per cenl Nerease hedwisn
1860 and 1899}, hundreds of thousands of pessants starved in years when
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ihie hurvest was podr. With e o lose, there wonld ofien be peagan |
uprisings and revalis which mode the {sarist regime unsinble, [1wis
esseattiaol o modernise agriculiure and indosiralise @ increase the geneml
wesitlth of the conniry and ke the surples labour off the overerow ded L
and into the twns,

The contradictions of modemrmisation

The dilemma for Nichelas 11 was thal while modernisation was desirahle in

many resperts, iakso pesed i serions threat o the =arst negimae

o 10 wonadel be difficuli o mainiain the institoions of st aoleceraey ina
mdernised Bussia, Mos! modern indestrsl conniries bl democracies g
parliaments in which the middie class featred stromehe ood the pewer of
mranaTehs was limite

o Industrinlisation ereated social temsions when millions maoeved froom th
countryside W the cities. A disconlented working cliass living aod working in
g comdlitions became vobptile aod bed o instability, Pecked together in e
cilies ey woukd fod il casicr than the peasanis o undertake concered action,

* The weed for o more edocets] workforee would meke people more phile b
challenge the government

WHAT LED TO THE DOWMNFALL OF THE TSAR! =

¢ The growth of the middle classes would creale pressuee for pelitical change
and for more accountable and representalive government,

a0 sumehow the gevernment had Lo steer a path bebvween modemisition on fh
o hand and revolulion on the ether. It was very difficudt o modermise willal
the framevrork of on pulocracy.

Tear Nicholas 1I
Nicholis came to the throne |o 1804 after fis father,
Alexander L died unespectediy, Nicholas was nol prepared
for tls role and adoitted that e did not wanl b beeeme
taar, He owas simply not up o e job, His many inadeguacies
bive bewn well documenied - bis iInobility 1 moke
dhecisbons; his unwilllngrness o cagage in polites (even o
reqd govermment repor(s); hks lack of organisatbanl shills
CUndt b ranca village post offiee’, was e comment of in
unkmown eabbne minfstery: his weakness: his obstincy, Vel
this was e mnn who fased the enommons prodlems of
mpidernising Bussin ool bringlng 1 inio (e iventieh
cenliry, Moreover, e muede chear turaghont his seign tha
b e Wb G-l dluty 10 uphadd the auioeriey and
proved upwilling 1o moke any moves lowards constiiutbonal
government, which may bave wlded his survival and bhelped
Russla solve s political problems. He believed Lhat
demuocricy, with s clections wind purlimments, wiodld belng
aboul the collagse of tha: Pussian cmpiee Above all, e wasa
Tamily muans, desasted s bis wife and childrew He hiad
photgrophs of themn everywhare, inehading b the lovatory,
Alihoagch charming and kind b those aroamnd bl
oommanding resgect and lovaliy, be could be vicious and
meereiless, He wis g Jew-hoter and encouriged pogroms
(nitacks) on Jewish settlements by the ack Hundreds
(righl-wing paramdiilory gongs), He praksed reglmenis that
puk choen elisorders, and he oversaw Tho viclses repression
Ut bpod plivee after the 1505 Revalution,
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WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE TSAR?

CAMTAL EXMAPMENT
Maclinery vsed o manofaciere

gannda,

Witte's economic policy

The |||'|l|:I|I'II| lasr Fluessia, Hasn, was how 1o budld 7] e lndustres and semerate
rare wealll, .";n-lp"'i Wine the Firanee Mintster lromm 185 1o 1905 thaughi b
had the answer. Willp's |||:II| wils b make o huge investomen] i indosirs fo
rreale & spiral of npward indesteial !q|'-ul.'|.'l;||' e more i||-,|||~.:_r_-. Ereaw, e ok
demard there wonld be for other ndaesicial ||11||,||;||'|,-hI we ek vworidd beod o
frther arowlh, and 5000, He ]pl:;ql_'u;'li et oo hes il i the daey |"-||:'.||.|-||I 1 L
railways, YWhilst these would i prave coammnnicatiomn hedweed cliies, thes
wonkd also creste demaind for leon, steel, coal and ofther Industries associale
with railway oihding. Doring his tme i offles, e high leviel of siaie
investmen| b e sl Hys III'i'||'|}' dom bbed the Ellometres of railway in
CHHETARRON,

Howeser, devebeping he railwiys was nol enough, The government needed
B0 Invest Lok ondusley oo s oge soale b really gel it godng. This meant boylng
l.':'l:l.ll.'il'\i'l i rlmn:luirh'r}. — GAMTAL BRIPMINT - (Foamy cocniries ke Germany o
eyuip frctories wnill Bossia coild mamalaciere s own, The big question was;
where wis the m Oy for ks ;:,'l_li_lig{ 1o corme from? Witte hiad two sonroes avallable:

i l|"|:-|"1'I|'_'.'I imiveslimaen] - b ||I_";.I_Il]{|1l_':¢|i ]||,.||:.:|: I'|_||'|_'i;.'_|=. lesuins, ||._||'|i-"-.':.-i' v Iroams the
French. The problem with fretgn Ioans wias thal inferest paymenlts bad o be
mande al reoular iIntervals.

2 The peasans - e Imcrepsed beth the stabe Bnses 14:-|':| i;|i|||| amnd e xes an
overyduy items thal they nsed, siuch assall, Kemosene and aloohol, He used the
:‘i'llEFIIlIH ,E_'Fll.il'l fram harvests 1 sell ahroad, o Ry off ihe Inierest on Forelgn
foans il to by more capltal equipment

Wilte's |H:-|il:".' [sre e f['l-:l wits Lis AUueRn resourees oul of Lha: i o
pay for industrialisation, He-alse I-,l;'|:|| nrhan workers' wases low =0 that all the
muney availalle wend lnto Indusiral development. He hoped that indostrial
growth would lead tomore weallh for everyone before the squeeze huarl oo
itieh. AL lirsk Uiingswvent well. Thers was greal expansion in the Late 155k and
cirly 1s. Bl in 100681 all went weong: There was an international slump
andd RBussia eould nok sell the products of i indusgtey, The home markel wias nol
strong enough becanse the peasants had been squeezed so hard they did not
Burve momey Lo spend o ommnnlactaeed goods. Thousamds of thie new indostrial
woorhers lost thedr jobs. Strikes and protests broke oul in most cilies,

Theere were nlso peobbems in the commtrvside. Bad harvests in (B00F and 12
puisiied the peasants inte'stcrvation, They kad already been squeesed by Witle's
poliics amd mow they veere ol breaking point. From 1002 to [ %4, pepsan
uprigings erapled sporadically and there was widespread violenee in which the
lounes of landiweners were laded and amt The gevernment™s only pesponss
lo this waz e use Frree b suppeess e disturbenees,

The 1905 Revolution

I 1904, in the midsl of the economic depression, the Tsar decided o diver
ltentien by sharfinga war with the Jlapomese. Bul the war exacerbated the
erotoimnic and secial plicht of indhastrial workers and peasantry by creating
shiertiges 4l goods snd raising prices. Militiry catastrophe in the war, especially
difeat by a small conntry regarded as inferior by the Russians, led o growing
iissatisfrction with the government and pressure for reform, Tension built op
fowaris the end of M. Then, al the beginning of 10035, revolution broke ot in
St Petersbinrg folowing the events ol Bloedy Sanday (22 Janmary) when the
Tzar's trsops lired oo e peaceful demonstration. By the end of January, 406,000
wirkers weere gul an strike, The strikes spread to other cities amd into the
colniryside,

I Wvhat were the main long-term and shoee-torm causes of tha |905 Revolution?
1 ‘Wihat scted as a catalyst for tha Revalation? Wilbed

3 Wy'ly was the Tsar forced to make concessions -‘I.||'|ng IO57

4 Wyhat were the concessions?




B |D Main causes of the | 905 Revolution
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LONG-TERM DISCOMNTENT
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WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE TSAR? ==
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For most of 1805, the Tsar was at war with his own people’ - an endless series
of strikes, demonstrations, barricades, petitions and poditical meetings, Al
groups joined in the protests; workers, students, civil servants, teachers, doctirs
arkdl even imperial ballet dancers went on strike. The lberals, who were the
maosl powerful political opposition force at this time, demanded reforms in the
|ia'_[|'|| o ||Il.' shamalul way e “sar and bis EoverTirnenl il hamdlerd the war
and the eeonomy. They demanded representative government and elections. In
addition, the national minorities, such as the Finns and the Poles, demanded
independence, while the Jews demanded equatl civil righis

v msiany bowns and eilies, the workers started 1o Torm pew Organisations;
called soviets, to co-ordinate strikes. They were loose arganisations - workers'
Dunchs = ko which workers were sent o represent their factories. The most

Fmipartant wis the St Petershirg Soviet, which seon became an influential and
poverfisl body which threatened the government. 4 it lar am npeortan
Fzee i the Saviet {sep pirge 171 was Leon Trodsky (see pagze 230, In Oclober
mitlers reached a head a5 4 general strilke spread thronghout major cities in

: Russia, bringing the coditry Lo a standsill,




Figced writh this apposition and a lack of contrel in tewn and eganteysidi
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bsar fead @ chokoe [N ] ::-||:|||.'.',|.||. WPFTSED &= A migryermennl will
1] aid 1 ) 1
flefshoedl ag liv pnaka concessions. He made eon 4]

Uctober Manifesle which he issued on 30 Oetober 18065

= @ duoma ar parliament that waould be elecied by the people and represent then
VW pnal imleresis

= civil rights - reedom of speech and conscience

* he mght o e pelitical paries

* anoend b ress censorship

Winer this, the middle elosses, worried by e growine oorest and violenee

awung back io the side of the Taar, The Oclaber Manifesto had oiven aem wial

Wby watnited and they now wanied o see lhie restoration of Law asol oeile |

fls nme the Tsar also kod af | ,-,.|i.,,|.|u,i|| [he soldicrs returnine feom the Buossn
Japanese War which had ended in September, He made sure that ey receive
all thedr biack pay and improved thelr conditions of service so that they stayes
oyul, Micholas now fell he was in a posillen 16 reassert control. He need foree in
crusdh the 5 Petersborg Soviel and the soviel movement in other cities: these
wins @ particularly nasty strugeie in Moseow where the soviet was s ipigrressed
viokently, Then he tumed s forces on e peasants and broaght the
counbrysiee ander conirol, glilowg it ok maest of 196 i do this

WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE Tsapr

1906~14

For almost a whole year in 1905, the Tear bad logt conteod of the couniy
Micholas [ now had the opportunity o make some fundamental chasiges G the
way Russia was rum, to try In tmprove e conditions of the people and make
avsiem more represeniaiiye, How well did be dio?

B

¥

W'har develaprents between 906 and | 904 ware

a} likely vo reduco the chance of revodution in the fumera?
B} likely to increase the charces of further revolution?

Mote down YOI AniOE s Lo EFiEg s QU ESTI0 NS,

| Political change

The Trar did set up the Duma {parfiament) s he had promised in the
manilestn, bul he curtailed its power drastically. It could oo pass liws or
conteal inance, ond ministers were st responsible to the Tsar g ot (o e
D, The electoral syslem was weighied in favour of the well-off and b2alist
the working classes and peasants. The revolutionary parties decided 1o boyeol
the Dioma when they cold mot eet any changes made, Aler a rocky i ming,
the Dinma did do somee sl work, bl il was livaur that Lhe Tsar was il
||:l.'|l|:?l'lf 1o mmakde e i Eme i eonstitatiorg SN EE L

2 Economic and social change
3} The peatands
In the comntrysice, Stelypln, the chiel minisler, beooehi o land reforms io
; ; encirige hicher pradoction. He aimed to enconeage the KULks 1o become
Rich peasanl who owned anbimals and el ; ! . F e COIE
: efficient producers for the market. He alowed them o consalidate their land
hired latmur. ot + :
- e —— Intone holiing (previously the old strip system had been used) and fo buy up

RLULAK

the Livnd of ponrer, less efficient peasants. To some extent this worked amnid
productisn did increase, leading o record harvests by 19135, although som
hislorians maintain this was more to do with fvoarable weather conditions.

450

hecent rescarch suggests thal peasants in some Ares Were Mok prospern
than previousty hought. But the reforms hied not gone far snough by 1914 1o
fudge whether they were a permvanent salution 1o Russia's dgriculieral
protlems, which were very complex. The reforms certainly had a serious




downside: they ||:1|-.||:-'| il & growing class of alienaled poor aeasanis. dany

w'l

drified inko the cities 16 work in the factories whille others icamse disernilsd
fiwrmn luboorers.

by The waorkisr

Berweeen 10006 and 1814 there was an indaairal oo, with tremmendons rales of
growlh in Indosiries ke eoal, ieen and o], Hoge modern Gielories grews L i
the TS, P plnyIing lapoe nurmihers of woirkers, | nireprenenrs and asiness
|_||:-||||||- WS VETY [ periis, Hovwewier worked= did niol o the wiiisle, benel
from the INCreasIing prosperiy |.||=||:-||.'.:|- 1 &oire s ey did (Lt W 1
dvorwme wioes did ool else ek abiove thele siulil 1905 levels, Comdilions at
hovme aod in the workplace were jusl as deeadfol as they had alwivs been, As g
e, 1vere svas a arawiing mimeer of “rkes belome e Fiest Waordd Wik
Workers remiatned disthosioned withh thelr scomomie s |u|::|i-:'.|| Progress,

The downfall of the Tsar

The causes of the revidution in February 1917 are complex, We can identify B
birnad lines of thoughl amongst historians, The el suggesis hal Rassin was
|'-|"'_"II'-r|II|; lo make thie CHanges redqiired, Lhal agriculinre unad indslry were
meaking real progress, and Uhat there was some polifical progress which

WHAT LED TO THE DOWMNFALL OF THE TSAR? =

SRzEested e Isar wanld make some coneeEssinns in ||5||'|i.|:.-||'|:li|r'. EOY el
in the nol-so-distant fomeee Historlans who ke Uas e see e Fiest Wiorlid
Wir as the mavin reason for the downfall of Tsar Nicholas 1]

o
(Hhier histirians accept thal progress had been made on the ndostsal frol

bt sleess Uit the benefls ad ol Tiered down B0 e working class who
retnained discontenied dnd sirthe -perine dm 1404, iy i ntake thad e case
{or the saecess of e gzrien el reforms as nok heed POy et agud okt | thie
corntnied allenation aod anlassnism of e [reEsan ey, ¥ Fo wian el eveore Ll
They clain that linle real progress hsd been made in the political sphere and
that the Tsar remained an entrenched sotecral, reloctant o give up any of his
porwers. The histerians who take this line believe that the regime was unable 1o
adagpl to changing conditions and would heve fallen even without the fmpact of

s the Firs! World War, However, they agree that the war acted as o catalyst for the

revolulion and aocelersaied evenls,

Garigory laspulin

erigury Yellmaowich, borm inlo i Siberian peasani Gndly, galned o repalalion as a
feody' e, o ‘staeets; ol the meme Baspting [ wos pamonmed it be ebsnged
Io the hylysty, a sect thinl fonnd refigions Dilllment and ecsiasy thragh the
wimses and. in partioulor, sexual acts, Men and women Dogged theanselves amd, 11
s said, eoypaged in sexual orgles as o way of nehieving a eeliglogs cxperience. In
FOIKE, Iaspotin wis intrebuced ot pollte society o S0 Petersbirg and became
knarwn loe e roxal Fomidly as o boly man, He seemed 1o have an abliity (o contel
the: haemophilia which afflicted tle Tsar's son, Alexis Baspatin appeared o be
ahle o sap e bleeding assoclated wilh this disease, 11 ks nod known how, theugh
he may have had some skill with beehol remedies, However, thils convineed the
Trorinm that be had been sent by God §o save her 2on anad this brooght him an
elevated position ot the Russian cowrd, YWoinen from higher soclal clreles Bocked
tin hiimn b sk For pudvice amd healing or o carry |1-r|:||'ii|ml. b the Tear io advinee
thelr iusbands’ coreees. Thers were mamosers thinl Rasmotin selicited sexmsal
Firvomirs for this Haskp sl slories of orgies emerged. However, secrel |'m]ir|:- reparis
anel sashsequen! investigntions scemed bo show that his sexoal activity = anad b
itk viery activie = was restricled mainly o adtmsses ond prostifuies rather than
society women, His inlToenee of conrt and his growlng repotatbon for degeseroey
cansed Nichols polilical prollems. The Tsar censored new st reports herniak
ﬂiﬁluﬂu Isesvily. whiel messn sdane papers aggaeared with hoge white spices
'I-'|-‘|.I|-I||:'-l|u-'} Fiael Tavesin restiaeyesil, Blie Tkl aaial adth Bhae Dhemmes dver Uhies s FI..|1:||1||:|:i|1'l|
Il miial proaition & conrl. Bul the Fsar, largedy beeause of the orgings of the
Taaring, croilimued lo urppnrl Wiesprakim dhespite the pr.||‘|lir.;|| damage he wis dning
e royal il y.




The impact of the First World War

The vast majority of historans aoknowledge thal the First World YWar plaved a
mujor roke in brinsing dovwn the regime o Febrmary 1917, The kev ways I

w hiich it did this are oullined b Char 1F

 ——
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B 1E How the First World War contributed to the Tsar's downfall

MiEtary failures Dacailt living conditions

AP e m ATEM ©

eape iy |'|;-'|n;\l e Lo

o Hsgvy divkeats ard e huge nimbers of Bussiane klled in T war e
1914 anad 1915 bed to chail lusionment and anger aboor the i Meseowve Die
ey Ehi Tear and the gossmment weere comducting tha war, Faw riaderiEes ware in st supety: hundreds of factories closed
Laing & war is abways bad for a BOVEFTAMIZNL and thessnds wore put oot of work prices rockeced and inflation

was rampars; lack of fuel meane chas people were cofd as well s

Frargry. Urban waorkers bacams wery hortle towards che wsarist

geverrrmant bn the countryuide tha Pty became inoreasingly

ion of ]l the youmg men, who wnldom

s of supplies ek thas facd, poods and

aingry abase ehe conict

efuimad from cha Frong

WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE TSAR?

® In Sepremiter 1915, che Tisr wern 5o the Frane oo ke
parsorml charge rom e &n e wial Rald perionaily
resporsble for dofeacs.

Pole of the Tsaring and Rasputin Fallure to make political referms

« The Tr made the rdstake of leaving his wiln. the Tsarma Druring the war tha Trar had the chanoe o madke dame condastions
Alemandra, ared the mosk Aaspotin in dharpe of the gowmment o policical redarm that mighe havee saved him. Bogsia could have
while he was at the Frone. They made a carvible mess of shpped o 2 consttutional mananchy and the pressure would
TUNMng the councry, dsmbaing abkk mimEters  bvaur af tawve been aken off him F,er\-_l..:.n;!:,-_'[hu: Comia wiars Tully Bsehind thae
friends or toadies who parformed poery, Mitisen were Tsar in fghting the war. A group called the 'Prograssive Blac’
changed frequancle s & rasue, th sissian in the ciies emerged who suggesced dhar the Tsar establish & 'gorsernmant
detericrared rapicly with focd and fuel i very short supply. af public confidence’, which really meant katisg tham nan the

. cowrnry. Howsever, the Tsar rejecred cheir ipprapt. Ha Fad apted

0 rEmin Encrecy ard was 10 pay e price ke

Tt Tiarera ard Baspuim became vomlly diseredind, The adium

| and rideciibs they penerated {cirmons were cinculaced showing
s i biad tagether] dan tainoed the Trar who was Blamad fos

| purting tharm ia chargs The higher echelons of sodecy and army
foenerai became divenchanted with the Tar's kadorship snd

| wappert lee Fim hesmorrhaged aeay. By the begnining of 1917
feve ware prepaed bo defend him




e wigsber of 1006 was prreliculardy , Bl wigs murlered iy 1
Yusupov whin hogeed toosnve the Taar by getting vid of the monk andd i i
hewas doing b b roval family, A secret polioe report ol the end of 1016
that the workers in Petrograd were on the verge of despair, with the onsl

living having rizen |y
aratside minst shogs, The secrel |
Inadequate died, tnaanikary and eoll
EELEE Pediely

\s thie new vear, 1817,

serings mond of discontent was kins

siory of the: Febrminry Bevoluti

Lhapler 2

| Do you think it & llkely thas a revoluticn would have aken place in 1907 i thers

had nat been o war!
4 Why are wars accelarators of change!

300 (e vl Towsl virteeab by oonddakatmabie Gnd Weng e
| e peported aoris g death rate due 1o
sillgin s A " mkass of imddoairl Wik
tn let themselves oo to e wildest exeesses of 0 hunger stelk
bemnm, Things seemed g be gettling worse and o
el o6 Hh [ lakion in the ethes i
ort o Phe final Bl of the Tsar b5 wken up i

| Make a list of thi wWiyE M whlch thie Frst World YWar weaakened the Tsar™s POETIEN

B |F The causes and build-up to the February Revolution
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WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE TSAR?

E Who were the key players!?

Bafore we mo on with the story of 1017, we necd o be clear onowhao the main
payers were alter Febroary 1997,

B |G Key players after February 1917

THE LIBERALS

Thia Hesrals hasd been the major pokoicl coposioon
up ee, durng arcd after che | #105 Revclution {podtica
partins ware nog legal in Russia anod P508), They had
b active i the tEmgtva — foeen ardd dicorict counaols
drar hasd e espblabeed i che | B80w and 1857808 —
whors e prolekdional middhe ciamies Bad davelopesd
skl of local povervenent Zaimstv, chideribad 54 'the
sepdbeds of Msbralaen’, paew ghem the giete for mors
paFUCEaLan n paverrenant

Beefore 1905 chey bad calfed for a nadoral emsova

elected by wrwmrsal suffraga. in cha | 505 Bowo biton

| the Trar bad been lorced o make conoessioes in e
formn of the Duma [parltimench and cieil ighas.

The main leral party wik thin Kaclets {Conatijuionsl
Cremaocratsh esmbilabed be 1205 Alcng with s
Oomabrises [more conservitive libarals wha wanbed to
sTich vo che agreernii in eha Dotobar Manifestal,
:l‘ll'.';.' had pesded 3N Freartant part in the Duma before
thie Flese Warld Wear

Marm progressive libemls had formed che ‘Progressive
Elae” in the Chary in the war years. pushing the Tsar
eovwvardi eoarttusanl menerchy, but ho had resecoed
Chies advamoes

Liboral parties: Kadets, Qctobrists and Progressive Bloc

The idea af liberalism’ was noc very Russian and & was
regarded as on alion Wesmern crood by most Russians
The Kaders did noe idencify chemseives as a bberal
parcy with ics midde-dass connomacions. In Russian
they called themsebees che ‘Party of Popular Frescom’
vl spw chemeslves 35 3 mtional nos o chss, parmy.

Main heliefn Farlamenary demooroy ovil righes,
free electons inowhich all men coold vors

Methods: Man-dolent polideal charniels: the zemsova,
the Cluma. articles in the press.mestings. oo

Support: They did not haee 2 birpe popolar base, with
ferey acteee supporiers cutside Moscow, Petraprad and
1w other large dtes, although the Kadets did try to
establish local prowinos| party bases. The Eadets were
mardy supported by the rmidde-dass inteligpentua.
wich as acadersios. lwyers, docoors and progresshee
andords. Ootohrats tended 1o find vaoport amongss
induserialises. businessmen and hrger ndosmers

THE SCCIALIST REVOLUTIONARIES
| The Sodafist Revoheionary (58] Party had baan
Inrrned inl %01, emerging from the ruing of tha populise
more=ment of the |BT0s moss parcicularty the People
| ¥l I3 popaksr mowement hic fand by che backlash
: Fellowing the assssinaticn of Alexander I in [BE1)

Thhe Sodafist Fevohationary Party wi @ kode
organisation acoornmmodating provpd with & wide
variesy of wiews and did nog beald o Test CongredE il
100, o was rver wiell co—ordvaled o danis ally
corrrolad, i had inidaly tiken pect in the Dama bt
bier bogcotred L Pesidants wirs agsresndgnd in the
Doz By chia Trudereikl libur Eresp, af which
Alpsander Karansky was o isirribarn, This wis 4 lesazamby
kric group whose main policy ling il
redirribucing land vo che peasancs.

Main beliefs Shs placod chalr main hops i
revolutan n the peasanos, whio wioibd prosiede s main
suppont far s popar rising i wiieh thi b
AOErTEMENTL o bl b overchingswn &nd roplaced Ly 4
temnocraric repatdic. Lanal wioiild ba eiban reen
bindbords and divided up amongst th: pmsants

Ulrgibo: tha bl propulinks, thae SR acoepeed che
dawabopimant of cagienlians ah & lict The leading
exporant of thair views win Vicbar Cherma,

Hui aecapind chad the prosth of capradivm vesuld

piismali e prowth al & profetaiisd (workieg ol

ehrif rmakisre Biit ha 25w n6

wir il e agin
oiviped o ik pavriaeis b pas thesugh o

ikl ha
-] |

Ak

holiaved they €0 ren BEFRIgh B

FoCialmn ki o sl Sl COimLInGg |
wirch sfraardy exisad, He s SHE 35 represersing "all

hibcisring peopie

Methodi: Agaslion and Laffarinm, incisdey
asanRsinacian af pavernment sMicip.

! Support Peasancs provided the party with & lrgs

populir basa but Industetal workoes Tosmad parhisgg

80 per cent of the membership by 1905, This
prohably because rany wrtan workess wore

o peasans recenady arrived in the duies, who
recagribied tha party s supporesd e ains of ind
and liberry, Masc fad regular con@or with oher villages

The SR alse attracted intefeciuls whs wanted to
roke contact with the mass of the papulation. 58
aflan bamoaned s ack of strenggeh in villapes
bacaea nsdd SR comitvpes wiikd ran by dbidents and
sl b i in tEwnd and Sarnmurscagion was Eiicul
M gsnianti coidld Mot resdd cha lalsts fhey
prubEahad PMoenrthikic, iy ware the gy th

[ S Pl g B FRpressitEing dsem




||:'i‘-lw up yur eown chart e show the fofowing nformaton about the key playess

= who they wera = their main aims
= their main bediefs = thair main aress of smipport

THE SQ-CIAL DEMOCRATS

in thw 1880y, iv seemed oo some Fusshin incefecombs
that there was no hope of a revclutionary mersaman
:""\l'l.'ﬂpl'\-;g_ amongst che pEasancry. Inssodd ey Cuimed
o the lavest theories of a German plledapher, Kar
Mars (e page %), The “soientfic” fatun of Marcim
appealed to chem it was an cpumistc checey in wiich
thure wae progress through the devel oprent of
sty and the working dass to the wrimaoe riumph
al seiiliym

Thizs split was krpely caused by the abrasive persom oy
el Vizdenic Lianavy, or Lenin, who was determined o
see his noton of the resodutionary party tiomph
During the congress the wotes meen an varous i
shiovsed chie cven ETOHIEG wasine ROughly Bqual Bur in a
partcular serkes of wores, Lendn's ficdon caimae our an
tap (mainéy because same delagares had wallosd ouc of
the conference) and he jumped an che idea af cllk o
his proup the majarioy party (Bolshewkl, which gaes
them 1 sronper mage In face, wrstll 1917 chey jl;\.""-_
 Tad feverr memibers:than the Menshewks. for reasons
that wll bevome dlear below,

Farsist redding crehin divileped and societies and
Eroups wiara formad, Thay bibevesd i action and soon
Ecama insvalvad in arganining strifes s Setaries The
WOrRIng o, nod the pegsints, were the key to the
[t T

In 1898, Marxirt: formed the Bussian Sockl
Cramesirate Lafour Party bue o split Into owa fecoians
&t thae Sacond Party Congress. in 1903 — che Balshevils
{Majoririing and the Menshenks {Minorearans)

It & waaieh doting thi the Balibevike glaped p relaieehe
unimnpertant rele in gha 1505 Revelition aml evenis
teading up va Febirusry 1917

Main beliefs: Boch Goions sccepted cha main ranets of Mescn (20w pape 19} but they splin over the role of the party.

Botshovik Meislvevile
Lenin hokewed char & revahtionry party should: Thay beliesad that tha pary dheuld
& b medd up al 5 siral rombar af |'|,£|'-":" dizciplired prafessional e he broadly based and ke in &8 thaie whie wabed @ o
e LR A w O ors damosiatic, dlewing is manibers o haws a & o
- Opa T areliar cantralised :lg?_-dl,l-rshm -_-uli-.:ll-.--ul-uur.
= T iyktoen of small cells (e people) oo make it less EREY » ENEOUTIER Ik wrvianh B hefp the wiorking clss smprove their
tha palice ta imdlcrge them ol iticei
lewag tha job o the party oo bring sooilss consclousness oo e It ook tha Marsdse ling that there wauld be a leng perod of boageos
workrs and lead tSwem chrough she revolstion, Crickcs warned dac demosrab pavernire daring which the warkors wodd deeelap a chn
2 centralised parey B ehis woulkd bad to detrtarship and rewoluckanary oontchausness Wil thiy wore redy (o ke ower in i

socialist neolucian

Support: Their support came mainey Troem chie warking cliss Thae Boddreviks tanded §o agtract poungen mers miktant pegsars workers wha liked
thia gcipling, frm leadership and simple SOgRn The Mensheswbs tandad te arracy dforuant tppes af workery and membars of che incefigenesiz, alsa
a breader mngs af peaple — more nor-Russiane. especally jovss and Gecrgiang

—
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WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE TSAR?

ACTIVITY

I Sources |.6—1.9 contain the views
and ideas associated with the various
parties.

a) |dencdy the party

bl Explain what points about tha
party the wrizer of each source is
malking.

1 Source 110 has 2 very diferent
message. Yyhat warning does it
contain for which party?

igart pe compile a separace file an
Lenin. Here you can nove down degails
I of his career befare 1917

SOLURCE 1.6
frecd Sleies | oswlfirm Thaall
i oo revol

ERPETR RS T

2 ihat the wider the mosses spond
hersis .':_I' e mowemeend o l,'_l.-.'rl|'.-'|'|r.l:.l.'.'.'.l.-,r i il il W rpore pegerd 18

ong ol feendirs;

ey atraeen drife Lye sirnageie, aefing o5 o

mecessily of siel on organisaiion
B el saeety e oergnigrasaling sfeiid eapsisl prpmearidy of peapile i o
prrrglessiend el penaries

4 el v o aitorraey, e more e resiekel S aneriersiugn of saed an

drararisaiion o (e il r|,"."_.':,"f!.li"-:'.,ln,'r-.'.' Feriidinaries and A recsiped
pregfessianal training im e art of strgele against e politioal partics, e

farder i il de fo dro end srel an orgadisediong

SOURCE 1.7

Fundamental civil righis

¥ 0 Risesien eilizens, frresmeniive of ser, ."n:.'..;;ul.-r.' i .'|.-.'.'r|l.'-.:.'|'u'_|. e o hifrary
I e .

2 Each vitizen shall kave freedom of vonseienee and religious belief

¥ Faeh indivddwed s Ve T erpress Remmsell ordty, iR weiiing ard in Ir.l.'u'.'.'u.'..'ll'.'.'

Itk cerpeornliin will he abollshed

Tl stale sirocinre

T4 1% l_,':-ln'..-." represeialives shold Der eleclad e wriversal, grracd, sguad ana seeeel
It ihied o % sl R, resialiion, el ar similaer aet oo hEermme i
ipptravial Ihe .'rlr.ll.'j."n."u.' il Wer Fepreseniadiness | Vileieters ary renonaibie I phe
dksxrmidy OF mi Tt e renrser afiees

SOURCE 1.8

{ greal peasart wpfeeaiol mesl cume, sicl as el eabie e peasaniey i
curfiscaie all dand nod alveady Beld by e commmenes, The Sond eonnlal B

soetelived aned rmaele gt lalile ta e et traifer i aeedrdmece willy Bis needs

The peasands roght either beeomre rmembers of @ co-eperadive or G5 e aoil o
afractld prnprieiors”,

Tlee pomebind organisatlon gl fred fo dizserganize the enemy; secormd,
feproriang woulad gerve af @ menns gf propegandn and agitatior, o foen of apen
strgale taking place before e eves of e wiole peaple, wndermining B
preslige o SererminLent -:e:l'.l'.'-l.".'n'_r.

SOURCE 1.9

{ i cenn B gincerely deveded Tooa eawse bul grite wasciled for o strongly
centradised mullianet erganisation comsisting qf prafssional revolationarics. for
Eivis reason the ety of e prodefarmat mesd eol Yol sl o the mareow

_|':"|'J.'.'|."!."I.l|"||| ol i |Tu.'n:'-,'.lfl.l.'l'l.ln"f:h' armanisation keeause B adeeds, ad eoen

feousedy, of prodeferiens would be left oulside the parly. Ve can ondy be glad JF
erery airilier, every demonsiralor, . oan deseribe himself os a party memdber,

SOURCE 1.10 L. Trotshy., Our Poitiea! Tasks, %04

In the interaal polilics gf the pardy Heese methads beaed, ax we shall velsee, Do this:
Fhe poety sroanisaetion iv subsineted fer the party, the centrad eomaeitiee 05
suhstituted for the party organisation, ard fnally o ‘diciator s sebstituted for
Ehe certeal eommiller




| M Learning trouble spot

| Photographs

| Thraungiout this book vou sl esanminee many pikegrag hs which will viedd

| ereal dhisal ol visluable information. Peolograpis Can capiire omme pedpe o

| mommenis in history fia way thead wodsds eanmod. They Slso gve J |

| supplementary information aboul the way peapbe Dved, dressed ete, Hown

| phaligriphs hivve L e realed with cace wlen using them s nistorcal

| v icleanee: Ueey cani e dieeiiahbe gl jisiendng ll.|:|||.-. il the Sivviod

|Ihi'\-l"-:'_|'i||.-|h'\-IIII il 1 LES Dsibink ||'l'||"|||:.|:.||l|.|||I=llill_l.'||':*~..|-I_|'li"'

||||'.:..;r|||:-|i|||| im Uhee LISSH oF abaead, Heee are sopne [0REES Yern ekl b ik

lar:

* wihen the photograph s Laken

i ;|I|||=||,:.-.-:|I {AMIres a moment in bme

but things may have besked very different [ost before g just afle
= plair bk, 11 = ofben difien e estabiisk

= e pedmsod Wiy iF was taken

" |||._-|.|||-|||_.-..|-'||. wWihech 1t 1= ek ise

= g lethier e |:-||-.::-|_','|'.|;:|| Wiils p-:ml'-’| OfF shieedl

many persanal or Bumily

|||'|-I||;_ri!_||:'|~. are pesed 1o makse 1he penple dook @8 Thewy wigh othines o sei

T b Sovies]l Huissia ey ||I'|:|I|-:|'i||li'|-u were ol lorately SEmE A Lhpl

they eopbl e visesd Bon |-r||||:|;_':-'||!:| [rirpnsEes

= gyhistbier 11 15 lkels o have been Taked oF altered in some waiy.

Chunite allen vou o pol ave all this inlormation availeble bl you bhave b

ake & judegemen] baged ofl avwareness ol The ||'ll'!:-|-:':'-1.h |:-i|-.||-.:ﬂl'-'|l-|l-' presedl

Harl Maex { H51B-#5)
Marx was o Gornnn
philesopher whao z2pent the
ksl vemrs of hils 160 in
London, He weote the
Carmraunisd Man{fesio
which enconrged worliers
by mbbe B sedee powir by
revolution, He alse weols
Mias Kapifalwhich
cxplabned his view of
hisdory. His views hecama
known as ‘Aorcksmn” and
infueneed the thinking of sociaksts throughout Eampe by the
luge ninetcenth amd tventicth cenburies,

WMarsism

orxism was aitractve becanse i0 seemed o offer o
Sselentlie! view of hilstory, stmibor (o the cvolutbmary theorles
of Chiprlies Erwbn, Aceording e Mars, blsbery was evolying
in & serles of stages wnrds o perfect slate = Commamism
Each stage wos characiertsed by (la: strugghe between
difTerent clysses, This was strugele over whao owned the
‘means of productisn’ {reseurces psed o prodoes Tood,
gonds, angd socond ond so conlrelled socicty, In each sk,
Marx dentificd o ruling ¢lass of ‘buves’ wlio ewnped the

menns ol productbon and oxpleited an oppressed cliss of
have-nols” whas swisaled For them e Tiile reward. [e o
change a= being hrought about by a revoluibemery class wise
wdmeld dass 1,'|u!:| and eondest power with e exisling ruling
class Economic change and di,'w'll:uprnl_*ur (e Tarees)
vkl brkmg this mew closs b the fore and evenbcy nlbor &
1o averthrow the miling clnss ina revolution (see Chard 1H sn
paages Hi=21),

Mars was a thdderminist: e thoaght that them were cerioln
forees (economic fTomes, g chinnges in lechmelogy ) driving
history which vwould bead o the changes he peedlicted
However, hie diel give issdividaals o mle in hisior. e
bl lersasd Thit rhq roelel ofTect the coprse of eveads, haaeh
nol the gepernl patbern: Aen make e oon history Bul da
mat make it just es they pleases they do ot ek 11 under
elrearmsiamees chosen by dlsemselyes Bl ander
glreaemsiices dinecily eocouniered, given or nensmiticd
from the pasy

He gave midalle=class revolutionarics an imgertant mele in
Theirl Dlaey saw wiiad e broee magboee of hisiery was and cooald
help o bring i nbout,

Slary did med think his theories were Use Aol word and e

alldd mued think all coniries wioald go tiroagh te pattemn
dreseribied; he thoughi it applied particualarly e counides in
Western Europe. Hie 1'1.,|:|r1:I1'|:| thi ﬂsln'ril'llm' viciabd beaat o
vhanges im his theartes; he even had o narme far tlala = p.-'ru'.l.'l.

—
e
s

WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE TSAR?




WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE Tsag; &2

IH The route to Communism

FELIDALISM

Gevernrment: Ahsoluco ipanarchy

Mears of productiomn: Land; sl :;wul_lr:lwp EFEE pobaali
Social organisation: Arigksers oy i the dommant Eraup eantrallieg che
maw of the popubitiaon — peasaris — who work oo Rl satRies Peacsants
are varmually cramad By Ehair boeds and masmers

Revolutionary change: The rewirnorary chiss is th riddi chis imerchants
tradery, manudciuress ) Ay g group ges wealchior i egirs 2o break dorem
thu rules of feudal sackery which hinder ity develiopment. e.g, wieds ai
sy based on money e liboorers free to wark in cowna

| =l
T

= —_———e—

COMMUMNISHM

Gorverminaiet: Thes s iy e sobe, |USt peeods wihe
arg ineeresred in maArmpng the dayoo-day ik
of keping SOCHEY Foing :

Social organtiatione Evarrhody = equal. There
18 & abundance of peesh piaduced by machinery
rather than by workess® b, 5o everyone |'|_'|s.
mach more kefsura g Precgde work on the
prncpde, From ek sccording oo cheir abdiny, i
each according ba Brr nesds” — they ke o
Wit Ty need roma coreral pocd and conributs
IO SCCRECE i Wil Eireeer sy TRy . (A s il iy
of Comimunie sar Pty in N wary clzar:|

THE TRANSITION TO COMMUMNISM
The need Jos FOWarnment decknes Cecause
IREMC are MO OO pa iy chignns

A ' i - 3
= S e 5 Smn e
L=

S g ...--"'_"-:. pemi
1 H
o | vl
BiM- &i(az [ | H
By || s !
L e
o0 e g S HE S
SOCIALISHM

Govermments Workers corarod the
prate, A2 firs poverniment &
rxnrmized through te dictatership
of the probetariac, o porled al
sEricn comtrof necassary o desl with
caunberreschution |okd capleise
ENETHEE - [r NG LD MDOwor ponssir )
and o rose oAt non=soailin

Jas aller 1

Mesm of production: Faccores,

rmachines. acc.. as in the capitakse

perod but ror owned By indisidusk

Theey e gwmad collacchaly by

Lab i Lol 8

Social organisathon: Eeorpbody i

equal the olass sysvem b brosghn

= ond. W¥ealth and pooch prodeced

by idustry are shared our fairfy

Ewerybady haz an aquol - encelemoet

k7 pood housieg and decent
standards of |ring




BOURGEDES (MIDDLE-CLASS) REVOLUTION

The groweh of trade and industry s tha middle dasses becaming lafger and mare porwerfil
E-‘E‘ll.'.'il'lu'.'.h!r iwans o reshagss sackly and govsnmment 1O BEC ther Fierests, 0. 'J"\'-';-' wEne
o hawe @ say in how the counery is ren and do Rot want landed anste s ditarmining
national policy The middle caise take pewer from che momardh and aristocrecy. The
berurgeois resnluton tam be vielent, i in France In | 789 or mare pestilil und gradual as in
Brimin during she eghteenth and nineeanch cenmmes

LEMIM'S CHAMGES
TO MARXIST THECEY M“H-\
[(MARMISM-LEMIMNISM) g
1 Reveisicon would ba
asnamrpdishad by 4 sl groun
ol highly pltﬁi.uuﬂil.d.‘ﬁl:imﬂ
ressahutianure. Ty wiird feddad
o develop the repclubsnery
srrmeinimiikd of workers and focus
theii i A ctioFr
Z Lisfvi®y hislgvd thar ohe revmdunian wossd
eciwr during @ period of conflict betemen "|II
cApialar povenrs, He acoepeed Trotshy's
*walmt Enk’ gheary - revoludon would ars
in an uederdirsdopod counory (just ke Bussi)
where the struggle ard conflct bereeen
prabasial and boorgecdasle was very great,
ghan sgesd Lo mors advanced induskrial
RIS
Hek did nog think thag che middle ciges in
Raikgia witre strong encugh to carry through
1 beurpeots-democ o revwolton, He bekied
hat thia waarking clast could develop a
reechaticorary posmmment of £ awn in allance
with poar paisancs who had a history af
emng action i Ressi - the bourgeais and
piccmbid revakition could be rofed mneo
(e

I‘| |I
4 ::_J .

I =ir
f"fj /

ad

CAPITALISHM
Governmeant Farlamenmry demacracy with dvil rights, elecions
friadam of the press et but largaly run by the middle dasses
Means of productien: Industrial premes. Bctories, mpral
pooeds lie macherery, hasks swnad by capitalists. Land

beecoires bews important s industry and crade creste

groarer share of natioral waalth

-, Soclal organimtion: Midde casses or

X hﬂl]rg«!uiﬁe- are Hwe dombnanc or Neing tlass

aichoagh the aristscrwey may soil bold onta
some pediiord of poswer and prestige, Tha

w mans of the pepulotion mows froem balng

4, MRS T being moustral warkess -

W the prolemrat, who are foroed 1o

vk Bang Rours inpoor condl e
e it rossiaand.

Rervodutionary changes &z

sapimlam grows so does the
profemran, fince mors workers

—, ara meaded w wark in

= facrories and commergial

\  premises Great wealdh and

! marerial goods ar preducar,

III|II but these are not shited out

fairty. & small bourgeaiie
| |  pers increasingly wealthy

_'| while the prolemriat

' rermains poor Gradiaaly

the profecaciat develops &
chl!- LTS CICRIRTHEER l..ﬂJ
reakses that it o baing
|| oppressed 58 8 ol

SOCIALIST RENVOLUTION

bl

WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE TSAR?

The profecarst maeves kom chss consciousness 1o 2 revslutianiry consocusmess aided by
revcisicrary laders {oftan fram che middis classes), Thay now form che great buk of the
popalation whiks the bourgecssie ane a tiny rmenority, They risi up and seize power austing T
dazs eneming — ke hl.llllgﬂﬁﬂ'!:.]l'l-l! sociafist rewolsion viaris in & highly induzcrialisesd countrp. I




WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE TSAR? 2

Lanin

Ywdimbr Hyich Tivanoy, Bier known as Lenbiy was bam in
Simbirsk fn 1870 into & pelvleged profesaboat Furnly. 1Hls
lather was o Chiel Inspector of Schools, his mother he
dinghiter of o doctor aod o Endownee They were a Fmlly
of mixed ethmic wriicin (Jewish, Swedlsh, Gesman and
Fartary aml Lenbn may sl have had mods Bissian bleod in
his nncestry, According to Bebeert Seevice in Lenin, 4
Ragraphy (20003, new wrchival evidencs about Lenin's early
liFe saemgests b wos a raocoos, self-ceoiteed e by whan
gt s Brothers and sisters o hard e He hod tantrums
and would beal hils head an (he Boor Haves er, he wis i
gifled sehual pupil, dolog exceptionally well in exams.

Service saggmests il e Ulvionovs weren self-made,
upwardly mobile family, anxious 1o sucoeed. However, the
involve i il Lenin®s elier brsiber in o [:IIIJ[ 6 assn sl
Tear Alexamder (10 savw e Bomily ostmcised: people refused
In-speak o ey Sorviee thinks thsl Lendn iay hove
e Lo biste o) Lhis e, Crertalnly I was deeply aflfected
hy hits broters exocntion and seemeed, by seise aceounts, Lo
hipve biecome lwrder spnd moree isciplingd

Lenin went on b aniversity al Kazan where be siodied
Taww and soon became invilved in student fevolt, This bed b
Iis expulsiom bal he was eventually allowed i sil his oxanmes
amil, for & short time, peactised as o lawyes. Hi was
becoming more intepested in revolutionirey Ideas and, after
Mirtlng with pogeufism, was drawn to the selenlific logic of
Maruism,

I 1453, e maaved 1o St Peterstivieg anad fodeed M
hiscapssiion groups where ha meet lis fotare wite, Nadieluin
horepshayic e becanse Davolved in propaganida for & sinke
maovemnent in 1895 and veas arreded e spent the et Tour
yerrs (st b prison and then i exibe in SleeelE, whene he
murricd Erupshoya, a Kind of revolutionary working
retitinnship, and enfoyed with her possibly (hie happiest
Jears of his life, woting, walldng and hunting

Alter bis refease From exile Do $900, Lendn indvisd 1o
Lamdon with hrupskaya, He founded o newspaEper, fxfrg
["The: Spurk®], with tis frbend Aoy {Jalius Tsededwnm),
He wanted (o estabilish it oz the lending e g
revehistionory paper which would deive Forward (i
revedulionary movesment. fn 1002, Lo poblished his pamgshbes
Hheat §s To Be Dane? which containged his radical ldeas
abioar! the natire of a revolutlonany pary (see bedow). He
wamited 1o pul forvard his ideas ol the Second Congress of
the Sowial Democrstic Party which met in 1903 (first in
Hrunseds nnd then iin Landon), His shrasive personaliny
helped to case the split in the pary inta Bolsheviks and
Maonshesiks: He lost contrsl of [ikra bo the Menshevika,

The Bolsheviks played o eefatively minor mbe o the 1005
Fevalitiom and Lenin retormed o 50 Melersbnrg oaly e
Cictober, Fot whean e revobirtion faibed, be Bl for exile
abromd o more The vears feom 1906 1o 1917 wore
rstrating. Thene weee arngumenis. and splits in tha
Baolslevik Party mmd imenilsership colligpsed, Lenin soemad
destined o remoln a bit plaver in histor,

SOURCE .11  Lenin with his wifa Krupskays

Political theorisi

Lanin bs regarded as an importont politics) theorisy, The
eyl his work, incloding adapinthons of Marxist theary,
s been calbed Morsbsan-=Leninism. But he really =amw his
writings a8 plans for scibei s principel whitings inclode

W Wt B T Be Done? { 1903) = here: be ansiied Tor his dea

ol o revoluthomery pary;

=it wias b be highly centralised: o clear Tine of polley
wondd b lakd down by the ¢entral commities of the
iy

= Hwere wopbd bis a netvwords of ngents wio wonlbd Te
“regular permancil Umops'

= it vannld b o senall, conspiratortal party msde oy ol
professtonil, dislicated revolutbemiee

= il womld get as the vaengnard of the working class whi
would mol attuln a revolutionary consciousmess
withiout elewr gubiance from the revolutionary &ite.

Lenin encournged the individu revolutlonary o be

haird with himsell and staers to achiove his aims there

veas e posdn T sentiment,

B Imperialism; the Highest Stege of Capitaliom (1916) -

here he elaimed thal copitafism s @ bankngt system
aund wartahd ellmpse dn 6 series of wors Betwedn capitalist
LU aver resiarces and eeritory, This would Tead o
elvil war aml class conflict willsin conntries, which wonld
Fcilitate the sociallst mevolution, This could stad in o
relalively noabeveloped codaminy = the weakest fink in the
capilalist chain - and Waen spread (e other dosdralised
couiitries, Rossin seomed to be this weakest link.

W The State and Kevedntlon (1917) = this book diseussed
whint the stage would be ke afier revofution nnd
dismilssed he need for constingtional governmenl.
Existing state strucinres should be tiken over il
susished by revolutionarbes. The tansformation of the
eengrengy amd socicly would be relatively easy — te
spoitancous will of the peogie would supgat fevolutbon
andl they would play a large parl o mssaging their own
afladrs bn industry and agriculbiure




. | REVOLUTIONARY NAMES Trotsky

Liew: Bromsicden wies hors in 1379 b Ui

Fes
el

Many ol the revidutionaries odogled
preeadonyms o plisses iy prodect thelr
fnmilies and confiese th tar's seenl
||.H.!|il.'l.‘-.ll.l that they woild have trouble |
trocking down their asaeiaies,
| | ¥lmdimmle Uy aion’s peersdonym
Lenbn® wias protably derived Trom L
Mives Laena in Sibwerla and was Mes
aped dn L, Tlhe nanh Tesksky was
bk Provm 4 prelson gisard doring
Trivsky's escape From Sibevin in 19
| Oither well-Risowi psradonyms are
Stafln mcaming ‘Man of Steel” whiclh
Joseph Deliugashnili was supposed i
have nequired whilst in prison canngs;
Mardoy (Julius Taederbisom) lepder of
the Mensheviks; and Parvass
{Mexander Helphansd).

Lkralng, the son ool o weoll-in-n
dewisly farmae. He luod & Muir for
wriling amdd for foreign langumges. He
biph, s dissatisfied with the socidy
b Lyl in, preetienlarly ies treatmend
il Jowvs He waw dirsrm i Marelsm (o
his teens and hod joined & Maor s
discassbon group by the age of =liisen,
He el b love with the leader of the
group, Alexandra Soboloveka, and
they were soon invelved in Imedting
slrflies. They were both prevsted b
190, gl psnrried o prison and wees .
exlled togetlier i Siberie. Alded by his S— -
wile, he escaped dramatically in 1908 by using a False passport signed with the
it of i prison wander = Leon Trofsky.

Arriving in Paris he mel a young Russian aet student, Natalia Sedova, He wies o
Uve with lser for the restof his Ufe and have two sons by her He soon mde fhe
pourrteey fo London, where e got on well wilh Lenin and his wife Kropskaye wihe
wore busy writing and editing the Social Democratic jeamal, S, Thiey admired
his writing skills, giving Trotshy the nichumme The Pen’, But at the 1903 Social
Pemocmatle conlivence e wonld nob slde with Lesin. e prigehesied thal Lisin's
conerpt of a revolutionary porty would lead inevitably 1o dictnorship. He
remalned in the Socinl Democratie Parly soimiswhere between the Balshey b
Menshoviks bt pot in efther Iy

He first made his mark in the 1905 Revolution, where his oratorisl tlents bed b
his becoming deputy chairman of the 51 Petemburg Soviet, His subseguent arrest
wnd escape eslablished his credibility n rovelutbonory circles His analysis of ihe
sitimtion [ Ruossia muved doser (o Lenin's when, wills ‘Parmns {Alexpnder
Hefphand), he deveboped (he theory of the weakest link (see page 200 concerming
the weakness of the Russian honrgeolste and bow revolation might begin. He was
im the LISA swhen the revolution broke snd asvived back b Bnd thi Menahes (ks
colliborating with the Provislonal Government. This borrilied him as moch @ i
did Lenin and it was not long hefare he threw in bis lotwith the Bolshovik Party
Like Lenin. e was anxions For a workers' government (o be put in place of the
warhies) possible oqporunin.

WHAT LED TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE TSAR?

KEY POINTS FROM CHAPTER |  What led up to the downfall of the Tsar?

| Taarist Russin was a huge country with 1 diverse population, making it a very
defficule EQUNTrY ©0 EOvern

L in 1900, an overwhelming majoricy of the pepulation were pEASANIS.

4 Russia was an autocracy, ruled by a msar who was at the head of a vase,

| unrespensive and inafficient bureaucracy,

4 The mars used reprassive measures b keep conorol but despite this a number
of opposition parties developed.

5 The last ear, Micholas |1, was an ineffective and weak leader, unable to cope
with the pressures of modernizing Russia whilst trying to retain aurocratc
INETiTWLiGme.

6 The mck of modemising Fussia was one that even the most zble leader would
have found difficult

T Michoks received a warning in 1905 when revalution broke our all ever Russia.
He survived the | 905 Revolution by miking concessions but was urwilling ta
make the mave o 3 more democratic, repretentative form of government

B The First WWorld War put the Tsar and his régime under tramendous presoure
and in February |917 it collapsed




